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Why most won’t welcome 
Christ’s second coming                                   
Scripture records the manner of Christ’s return in some detail. Yet, prophecy indicates that 
the vast majority will neither recognise Him nor accept Him. Indeed, many will actually take 
up arms against the Saviour of the world.    

We are told that Christ’s return will be visible to 
all. Indeed, “every eye shall see Him” (Reve-
lation 1:7). Yet mankind in general will not 

welcome or accept Him, believing He may be an imposter.
Earth’s armies, originally intent on destroying one 

another, will combine their resources to attempt to fight 
Christ, the “KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS,” 
as He descends from heaven on a white horse (Revelation 
19:11-16). Having gathered for warfare in the valley of 
Jezreel, at Armageddon (Hill of Megiddo), they will turn 
towards Jerusalem where they will meet Christ in battle 
(Revelation 16:12-16; 19:19). How could these warring 
nations have become so mistaken?

Deception prophesied
Shortly before His crucifixion and resurrection, Jesus 

Christ delivered a major prophecy of end-time events 
known as the “Olivet Prophecy.” It is  recorded in Mat-
thew 24-25, Mark 13 and Luke 21. Jesus was asked by 
His disciples: “When will these things be? And what will 
be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the age?” 
(Matthew 24:3).

He responded with a description of conditions and 
events that would lead up to His return, explaining that 
once these signs became evident, His return would occur 
within one generation (Matthew 24:34). Could today’s 

world be that generation? If so, how do the attitudes and 
mindset of this present society, including those of pro-
fessing Christians, compare with those described in the 
Olivet prophecy and the book of Revelation? 

Christ’s first warning concerned deception. He told 
His disciples: “Take heed that no one deceives you. For 
many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and 
will deceive many” (Matthew 24:4-5). Deception recurs 
as a theme throughout this and related prophecies. Verse 
24 states, “For false christs and false prophets will rise and 
show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even 
the elect.” The elect are those who stay close to God. 

This warning of deception parallels a white horse 
described in Revelation 6 depicting a rider who appears 

to come in the name of God bearing a message of peace. 
But this rider is a conqueror, one who imposes his version 
of peace on the world (verses 1-2). 

Some confuse him with Jesus Christ who is described 
later in this book, but a careful examination of the scrip-
tures reveals important distinctions. At His return, Christ 

Earth’s inhabitants will have become 
so anti-God and anti-Christ that they 
will not willingly accept God’s rule.
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is wearing “many crowns”, not just a single one as worn by 
this first horseman. And instead of wielding a bow, Christ 
is brandishing a sword with which He strikes the nations 
(Revelation 19:11-16). To be consistent with Christ’s state-
ments in Matthew 24, we must conclude that the first rid-
er represents not Jesus, but false teachers who appropriate 
His name. (To learn more of the five horsemen described 
in Revelation, please request or download our brochure 
The Horsemen of Revelation.) 

Christians not immune from deception
This end-time deception also ensnares those who 

claim to follow Christ but do not practise what He taught. 
For example Jesus compared a “faithful and wise servant” 
with an “evil servant” (Matthew 24:43-51). Clearly these 
two have the same Master. He poses a similar scenario in 
Matthew 7:21-23, where those professing to have done 
“many wonders” in His name are not recognised because 
they practised “lawlessness” – sinful behaviours (1 John 
3:4). 

The apostle Paul linked deception at the end of the 
age with a spirit of lawlessness and delusion that will be 
exhibited by all those who practise unrighteousness and 
who do not have a “love of the truth” (2 Thessalonians 
2:9-12). 

Three times in the book of Revelation those faithful 
to Christ are described as keeping God’s commandments 
(Revelation 12:17; 14:12; and 22:14). Given that God’s 
Word is truth (John 17:17) and “all Your commandments 
are truth” (Psalm 119:151), it is not surprising that so few 
have the aforementioned “love of the truth” (2 Thessalo-
nians 2:10). Even many who profess to know God do not 
keep His commandments.

Minds set against God 
Deception will greatly influence the mind-set of the 

end-time world. However, despite the extreme danger 
of total destruction, its populace will continue to exhibit 
attitudes that are totally set against God and His laws. The 
apostle Paul refers to this trait in his letter to the Romans, 
where he explains that human beings could have recog-
nised God’s handiwork in the Creation, but chose not to, 
because “they did not like to retain God in their knowl-
edge” (Romans 1:28). The following verses list some of the 
resulting attitudes and behaviours, including “haters of 
God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things” and 
“unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful” (verses 30-31).

In another letter Paul described similar attitudes prev-
alent at the end of the age: “But know this, that in the last 
days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of 
themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphem-
ers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unlov-

ing, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, 
despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers 
of pleasure rather than lovers of God” (2 Timothy 3:1-4). 
End-time populations don’t see God as the solution to the 
world’s problems and won’t submit to Him.

Christ mentions this same mind-set in the parable of 

the minas recorded in Luke: “But his citizens hated him, 
and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have 
this man [Christ] to reign over us’” (Luke 19:14).

Even when heavenly signs appear after many have 
died from war, disease and famine, and despite a call to 
repentance being preached to them, they will still refuse 
to heed, choosing instead to hold to their own ways. They 
will have become so anti-God and anti-Christ they will 
not willingly accept Their rule in their lives.

With deception, death and destruction rife in the 
world, still “the rest of mankind, who were not killed by 
these plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands, 
that they should not worship demons, and idols of gold, 
silver, brass, stone, and wood, which can neither see nor 
hear nor walk. And they did not repent of their murders 
or their sorceries or their sexual immorality or their 
thefts” (Revelation 9:20-21). 

“Sorceries” is translated from the Greek word from 
which we derive terms like “pharmaceuticals”. The New 
King James Version has the margin reference “drugs.” This 
would include the use of hallucinogenic and related drugs 
to access the occult, engage in magic arts, or gain control 
over others. It is not referring to usual forms of prescribed 
medication, although even those can be abused.

Since these people “did not repent”, the inference is 
that they had been told they needed to do so.

Love grows cold in a world replete with sin
Jesus said: “And because lawlessness will abound, 

the love of many will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). With 
nations (Greek ethnos suggesting different racial group-
ings) fighting against each other and kingdom battling 

The Jezreel valley from Megiddo, where the world’s  
armies will gather before the final battle at Jerusalem. 
 (Robert Hoetink/Shutterstock)
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Checklist to recognise deception
Information is omnipresent in our society, but, sadly, so too is disinformation.  
The Bible shows us how to distinguish between the two.

It is so easy to believe information that isn’t correct. 
Experts say we shouldn’t eat this or that – it’s bad for 
us – then years later we find out this wasn’t true and 

we should have been eating whatever we were advised not 
to. Today discussion revolves around whether we should 
or shouldn’t wear masks when outside our homes.

Subjected as we are to a constant barrage of fake 
news it may sometimes seem impossible to distinguish 
between lies and truth. When world history is corrected 
after Christ’s return we might be surprised to learn what 
really happened. However, when it comes to biblical truth 
it should not be so. Is what we believe accurate? Is it true? 
Can we prove it?

 The online Cambridge Dictionary defines “deceive” 
thus: To persuade someone that something false is true 
or to keep the truth hidden from someone for your own 
advantage.

An individual who wants to deceive has evil moti-
vation to reach his or her goal or purpose. This is det-
rimental to others. Synonyms of deceit are dishonesty, 
hypocrisy, treachery. On the contrary, antonyms of deceit 
are honesty, sincerity, truth. So, what can we do to avoid 
falling in the trap of being deceived?

Others can deceive us 
There are those who try to manipulate others for their 

own ends. Their speech can be full of flattery. So we need 

to be aware and wise enough not to fall for empty words 
(Ephesians 5:6). Truth is what matters.

 Deception does not come just from a person we 
might be listening to, but also from what we might read, 
watch on TV or find on the Internet. We have to be care-
ful with whom we associate virtually as well as literally, so 
as not to allow Satan to gain a foothold.

God instructs us to trust only Him, because He 
knows the state of the human heart. We should even be 
cautious of so-called experts. A wise approach is found 
in Acts 17:10-11. Here the people of received the word 
of God. However, they did not stop there. They wanted 
to be sure that what they were being told was correct, so 
they checked the facts. Not with the mindset of wanting 
to disprove the apostle Paul, but to confirm, increase and 
strengthen their own knowledge. They did that daily, 
not once a week during the Sabbath. They had zeal and 
an eagerness to search for the truth. They ensured they 
understood correctly. If we do the same, we will become 
unshakable, immoveable, well grounded in God’s Word. 
By doing so we develop a deeper relationship with our 
Creator.

Deceiving ourselves
On occasion, we can be our own worst enemy. Could 

we persuade ourselves that something false is true? It is 
easily done if we give in to human reasoning instead of 

kingdom, accompanied by famine, pestilence (disease 
epidemics) and devastating earthquakes the earth will be 
in chaos. It will have reached the point where, “If those 
days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but for 
the sake of the elect those days will be shortened” (Mat-
thew 24:22, New International Version). Christ will arrive 
in time to rescue the earth.

New reign ushered in
Christ gives us the solution to today’s stress-filled 

world and its deceitful, God-rejecting ways. He warns  
us to be ready at all times (Matthew 24:44). A parallel 
passage instructs us to take heed, avoid sinful practices 
and pray so we will be counted worthy to escape all the 
trauma on earth and to “stand before the Son of Man” 
(Luke 21:34-36). Drawing from the book of Revelation 

we can conclude that at all times we need to be in an obe-
dient and repentant frame of mind.

As Jesus sets foot on the Mount of Olives, the site He 
left almost two thousand years ago, the mount will split 
in two (Acts 1:9, Zechariah 14:4-5). His enemies will be 
quickly vanquished (verses 12-13; Revelation 19:20-21). 
Christ will then be enthroned as “King over all the earth” 
(Zechariah 14:9; Revelation 20:4-6). Those with Him will 
have been “called and chosen and faithful” (Revelation 
17:14). More importantly they will have recognised and 
welcomed their Saviour and King.

To study for yourself please request our booklets What 
Does the Bible Teach About Grace?, The Ten Command-
ments, The Book of Revelation Unveiled, and The Gospel of 
the Kingdom.

David Fenney
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going to the Word of God and proving His instructions 
without imposing a personal interpretation. The key fact 
is to let the Bible interpret itself. God speaks to us through 
His Word, if we let Him.

We can deceive ourselves in two ways:
• Consciously, when we refuse to accept the truth 

and justify our disobedience, saying “God will under-
stand” or “God won’t mind if I do this. He wants me to be 
happy.” 

• Unconsciously when we sincerely believe some-
thing to be true but it is not. 

The more we think we know, the more easily we 
can fall into the trap of self-deception. The more we use 
human reasoning, our opinions, or our suppositions, the 
easier it is to deceive ourselves. The more we act or react 
with our emotions (it feels so true, it must be true), the 
more readily we can convince ourselves that our view is 
right thus excusing our actions or lack of due diligence 
with the scriptures, even those that might prove us wrong. 

God inspired the prophet Jeremiah to write, “The 
heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wick-
ed; who can know it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). The apostle John 
explained, “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive our-
selves, and the truth is not in us” (1 John 1:8).

Jesus Christ is the way, the truth and the life (John 
14:6). We are sanctified by the truth, by Jesus Christ. We 
are set apart by Him. It is important that we examine 
ourselves in light of the scriptures, constantly and con-
sistently correcting our course. Is Jesus Christ in us? He 
should be. Would Jesus Christ have done that? Would 
He have believed that? These are important questions to 
consider (2 Corinthians 13:5).

It is our responsibility to learn to rightly divide the 
Word of Truth, to distinguish between truth and error. 
This requires a lifelong commitment to grow in the grace 
and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2 Peter 3:18).

Satan – the originator of deception
Satan is the primary source of deception. As the 

“prince of the power of the air”, he has deceived the whole 
world (Ephesians 2:2; Revelation 12:9). By persuading 
people that something false is true, his intent is to destroy 
us. We need to be on our guard against him at all times. 

Satan’s strategy mixes truth and lies, so what he says 
sounds plausible but is not all true. This mix raises doubts 
in our minds to weaken us so we become easy prey. He 
and his demons know the scriptures well, but they don’t 
live by them. On the contrary, they reject them wholesale.

One remedy is found in James 4:7. The brother of the 
Lord was inspired to write, “Therefore submit to God. 
Resist the devil and he will flee from you”. Submission to 

God requires meekness and a teachable, repentant atti-
tude so that He can work with us.

Resisting the devil requires tools. In our daily prayers, 
we can request the full armour of God (Ephesians 6:11-
18). If we want to win the battle, we need the right 
equipment, and God provides it if we ask and do our 
part by seeking Him and staying close to Him in loving 
obedience. 

The Lord Jesus Christ used that equipment to de-
feat Satan. When the devil tried to twist the meaning of 

certain scriptures to persuade Jesus to put God to the test, 
our Saviour used the sword of the word of God to van-
quish him (Matthew 4:5-7).

Know and practise what the Bible teaches
In the book of Matthew, Jesus Christ gave warnings 

for our time, so that we might be on our guard (Matthew 
24:5-6, 11, 24). So, how can we detect deception?

Experience proves that not all we believe to be true is 
truth. This may include long-held, cherished beliefs. God’s 
word is truth, so we need to learn it, to master it, with 
God’s help and with His Holy Spirit within us.

It is not enough to just believe or accept a teaching. 
God expects us to prove it so that we are grounded in 
truth and can really understand what He intends. The 
apostle Paul wrote, “Test all things; hold fast what is good” 
(1 Thessalonians 5:21). “Test” means to prove, to examine 
carefully what we are told, what we read and the facts of a 
situation, always in the light of the Holy Scriptures. God’s 
Word is the only standard that counts. If it does not fit 
with the Scriptures, simply discard it.

Naivety and unverified acceptance of what we are told 
without confirming its accuracy in the light of Scripture, 
will leave us open to deception.

So let us:
• Submit to God
•   Resist the devil
• Check the facts
• Master the Word of God 
The world is deceived, but Christ’s followers must not 

be. We must strive to live by the Word of God, the truth, 
not just knowing it but acting upon it.

David Lechien

Unverified acceptance of what we 
are told without confirming its 
accuracy in the light of Scripture 
will leave us open to deception.
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God’s power can help us 
conquer temptation
Satan’s principle tool against us is temptation. Those who have received 
 the gift of the Holy Spirit, God’s very power, have a weapon to defeat him.

Temptation may well be the oldest trick in the book. 
Satan tempted Eve with the forbidden fruit by 
making it appealing to the eyes, and tempted Jesus 

to seek His own will and not that of His Father. 
One purpose for God gifting His Holy Spirit to His 

begotten children is to help them resist temptation. It is 
given to those who seek to obey Him, following baptism 
and the laying-on-of-hands (Acts 5:32). In addition to be-
getting us as children of God, it gives us the means to gain 
self-control over our wayward thoughts and our human 
nature and to develop spiritual traits by linking our minds 
with the mind of Christ (Philippians 2:5). (To study fur-
ther please request or download our study aid The Power 
of the Holy Spirit.)

There are three main strategies for employing the 
power of the Holy Spirit to overcome temptation.

Pray for help
The most basic response for a Christian under duress 

is to seek God. When we put our focus on Him, we take 
our mind away from the temptation. If we have received 
the gift of the Holy Spirit we can ask for help to stir up 
that Spirit within us so that we rely on our Heavenly 
Father’s power. If we are not yet baptised we can still pray 
for help. 

When we talk to God and allow Him to speak to us 

as we read His Word, His promises can encourage us. 
This would include promises such as: “No temptation has 
overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God 
is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also make 
the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it”  
(1 Corinthians 10:13). 

We can look on challenging situations as a way of 
practising God’s way and building Christlike character. 
Every time we resist temptation, we develop self-control, a 
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). 

When seeking God, we can read about and meditate 
on faithful examples who also relied upon our Heavenly 
Father to resist temptation. There’s no better example 
than Jesus, who successfully resisted Satan’s temptations 
by using Scripture. Jesus could have intervened on His 
own behalf to spare Himself physical discomfort, agony 
and harm but He knew that it was against God’s will. He 
knew the physical was temporary, and the spiritual is 
permanent.

Flee from the temptation
A second strategy for dealing with temptation is 

found in the life of Joseph. Seventeen-year-old Joseph was 
sold into slavery in Egypt by his jealous older brothers. He 
subsequently became overseer of Potiphar’s household. 
Joseph was “handsome in form and appearance” and Poti-
phar’s wife propositioned him (Genesis 39:6-10). She was 
persistent, yet Joseph resisted every attempt using logic 
and reason. Finally, he had to resort to a different strategy 
and flee (verse 12).  

We sin when we give in to temptation. Joseph had to 
make a choice every day, which would not have been easy 
for a young man, virile and full of hormones. A man of 
honour and virtue could not follow through with natu-
ral inclinations because he knew that adultery was a “sin 
against God” (Genesis 39:9). 

How often does temptation overcome us because we 
allow ourselves to remain in a wrong situation? To defeat 
temptation, Joseph had to fight his inclination and make a 
conscious decision to flee from the opportunity! He took 
himself out of the equation, choosing to remove himself 
from the environment of temptation.

Years later, Paul would sum this up in a letter to 
another youth. He advised, “Flee also youthful lusts; but 
pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who 
call on the Lord out of a pure heart” (2 Timothy 2:22).

How often does temptation 
overcome us because we allow 
ourselves to remain in a wrong 
situation? 
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Wherever there is temptation there is a chance of sin-
ning. Rather than having to continually resist the urge to 
sin, it might be wiser to remove ourselves from the source 
of the temptation and avoid being drawn into potentially 
compromising circumstances.   

A matter of choice
The previous two strategies focused on reacting to the 

situation when our emotions are running high. A third 
strategy is dependent upon having cognitive control over 
decision-making abilities. With God’s power and the spirit 
of a sound mind we can stop, analyse the situation and 
weigh the consequences of our actions. God told the Isra-
elites, “I have set before you life and death, blessings and 
cursings: therefore choose life . . .” (Deuteronomy 30:19).

We also read in the book of James, “But each one is 
tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and 
enticed. Then, when desire has conceived, it gives birth 
to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth death” 
(James 1:14-15).

As humans, we often justify our choices to fit our de-
sires. Most, if not all, temptations are about fulfilling  
an immediate desire or providing instant gratification. 

Giving in to temptation only results in a temporary pleas-
ure. Yet every time we act in this way, we are weakening 
our self-control muscle. 

When tempted, we have a choice. Either, we give in to 
the lust of the flesh, instant gratification, and temporary 
physical pleasure, then suffer the subsequent negative 
consequences and eventually death. Or, when tempted, we 
can resist the temptation, delay gratification, act right-
eously, and exercise the fruit of the Spirit. The latter choice 
helps us develop spiritual character which leads to the 
reward of everlasting life.

Temptation is when we are given the option to choose 
short-term enjoyment at the expense of long-term goals. 
This three-tier strategy, pray, flee or choose, uses God’s 
gift to us to overcome temptation. When we pray, we can 
ask for inspiration to make the choice to flee temptation, 
and then with clarity of a sound mind we can analyse and 
decide on which path we will walk. When we take the 
right actions, then we can clearly see that one path leads 
to destruction and the other leads to everlasting life. 

Therefore, we should choose life.
Mark Mirigian 

Hope in a hopeless world
In a world that is steadily becoming a more fearful and dangerous place,  
Christ promised His followers peace of mind.

Fear has engulfed our planet: Fear of Covid-19, fear 
of job-losses with the economic downturn due to 
the lockdown; fear of war; fear of famine after locust 

invasions across several countries from Africa into Asia; 
flooding in China with a dam that some fear may burst 
at any moment. There are racial tensions, alliances being 
made and broken, potential wars over water. All this in 
addition to the “normal,” natural hazards such as drought, 
hurricanes and earthquakes. 

A fearful populace wonders who the next victim will 
be, or where the next disaster will occur. How they will be 
able to support themselves and their families is another, as 
yet unresolved, issue.

Bible-believing Christians may share these concerns 
but we needn’t have the fears. No matter how dark and 
dismal this world becomes, God has promised He will 
never forsake His people (Romans 8:28, 38-39; Hebrews 
13:5-6).  

A peace not available to the world is promised to 

those who love God. Jesus promised His disciples, “Peace 
I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world 
gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, 
neither let it be afraid” (John 14:27).  

A Christian’s hope is to share in Christ’s glory at His 
return: “To them [His saints] God willed to make known 
what are the riches of the glory of this mystery among the 
Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. Him 
we preach, warning every man and teaching every man 
in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus” (Colossians 1:27:28).

A world is coming where the threat of war will be no 
more (Isaiah 2:4). Earth will provide abundance for all 
(Amos 9:13). The curse of disease and physical infirmity 
will be completely banished (Isaiah 35:5-6).

There is hope in a hopeless world for those who heed 
God’s call to repentance and seek a relationship with Him 
now. To learn more please request or download our Bible 
study aid The Gospel of the Kingdom.

Philip Perry
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QWhy do good and law-abiding people suffer 
with the wicked? Where is God when these evils 
occur?  

Subscriber in Sutton Coldfield

AThis present world has a ruler other than God. 
The apostle Paul brings this out clearly in 2 Corin-
thians 4:4 where Satan is referred to as “the god of 

this age.” 
When the devil tempted Jesus, he was willing to give 

Christ “all the kingdoms of the world” if He would wor-
ship him (Matthew 4:8-10). Jesus did not correct Satan’s 
claim that the world was his to give. (To study Satan’s 
origin please request our booklet Is There Really a Devil?) 

The Lord Jesus also instructed His disciples to pray, 
“Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven” (Matthew 6:9). This shows that God’s kingdom 
on Earth hasn’t yet been established. Of course, Almighty 
God reserves for himself the ultimate authority over what 
is allowed and what isn’t in the rule of man under Satan’s 
influence. The opening chapters of the book of Job show 
this clearly.

When Christ returns to rule the world in righteous-
ness in the not-too-distant future the kingdoms of this 
world will become “the kingdoms of our Lord and of His 
Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!” (Revelation 
11:15). At that time Satan will be banished for a thousand 
years (Revelation 20:1-2).

Without direction from God, human rulership over 
fellow man will always end in failure. Throughout man’s 
6000 year history God has given every empire the oppor-
tunity to bring about a utopian society. All have failed.

Many wonder, “Where was God when evil men like 
Stalin, Hitler and countless others took over nations and 
governed dictatorially?” We can turn the question around 
and ask, where was man? All human leaders have the 
responsibility to rule justly according to the instructions 
that God gave, as in Deuteronomy 29:29: “The secret 
things belong to the Lord our God, but those things that 
are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that 
we may do all the things of this law.” Man is reaping the 
consequences of having rejected the laws of God on how 
to govern justly. 

The prophet Isaiah reminded his people that God’s 
judgement would come upon them because they had 
strayed from His laws of social justice (Isaiah 1:16-17). As 
with the ancient Israelites, so with today’s society. Nothing 
much has changed, or will change, until God Almighty 
intervenes in the affairs of this world and sends His Son to 
the earth to bring about a truly just and equitable society.

QGod’s Sabbath is on a Saturday but most church-
es keep Sunday. Is it wrong to go to church on a 
Sunday? 

Subscriber in London

AWhether to congregate on Sunday or the Sabbath 
to worship God is answered in John 4:24, “God is     
Spirit and those who worship Him must worship 

in spirit and truth.” Are the doctrines you are being taught 
in alignment with scripture?

There can be no question that Sunday as a day for  
collective worship of God originated with the Roman 
Catholic Church, as those in that denomination admit. 
See for example The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic 
Doctrine by Peter Geiermann, page 50, which states, “We 
[the Catholic Church] observe Sunday instead of Saturday 
because the Catholic Church transferred the solemnity 
from Saturday to Sunday.”

Jesus said clearly that “the Son of Man is also Lord of 
the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28). He is not ‘Lord of Sunday’. 
For more information please request our Bible study aids 
The Church Jesus Built and Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath 
Rest.

Let the Bible Answer...
What does the Bible say about God’s law?

God’s law is perfect: Psalm 19:7; James 1:25.

It teaches us love for God and our fellow human 
beings: Matthew 22:35-40; 1 John 5:2-3. 

It also reveals what sin is, so we know what to avoid: 
Romans 3:20, 7:7; 1 John 3:4.

It is to be written on our hearts: Deuteronomy 6:1-6; 
Psalm 37:31; 40:8; Hebrews 8:10. In this way we can 
have the mind of Christ: Philippians 2:5.
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Letters From Our Readers

How this work 
is supported

The outreach work of the  
United Church of God in the Brit-
ish Isles, including the production 
of this Supplement to Beyond 
Today magazine, is carried out by 
a small team of part-time employ-
ees, together with the efforts of 
unpaid volunteers. 

Distribution of Beyond Today 
magazine, this Supplement and 
other literature of the United 
Church of God is funded by the 
generosity of Church members, 
co-workers and readers. Jesus 
Christ instructed His disciples that 
as they had freely received they 
were to freely give (Matthew 10:8), 
so we supply our literature free of 
charge, making Christ’s message 
available to all. Our gratitude goes 
to those who assist financially in 
this aspect of the Church’s work. 

Donations may be sent to 
Beyond Today or United Church of 
God, PO Box 705, Watford WD19 
6FZ, United Kingdom; or online 
at www.ucg.org.uk/donate.html 
through PayPal. Donations can 
also be made directly to our bank 
account. Please contact us for 
details.

The United Church of God – 
British Isles is a registered charity 
in England and Wales, number 
1079192. 

Help during the pandemic
Thank you for keeping our spirits 

up at this time. So many of us are 
like lost sheep but there is strength in 
Him who keeps us.

Reader in London

Please continue to send me copies 
of Beyond Today. I am struggling to 
cope with the current situation and 
find your articles help me refocus.

Reader in Plymouth

Thank you for providing mate-
rials to help people when struggling 
with life, faith and reality during 
these challenging times.

Reader in London

Beyond Today gives courage and 
strength during these times of pain.

Reader in London

Apt and uplifting booklets
I hope Seven Prophetic Signs  

Before Jesus Returns will be apt read-
ing for this year. It’s as if the trumpet 
is sounding.

Reader in Edinburgh 

These booklets are uplifting. I 
would recommend them to anyone 
who wants to grow up in Christ.

Reader in Harrow

What Does the Bible Teach 
About Grace?

Beyond Today’s magazine has 
always been a tremendous source of 
inspiration to me. The booklet on 
what the Bible says about grace has 
helped me to understand God as a 
gracious Father.

Reader in Milton Keynes
 

I’ve always wanted to know what “we 
are not under law but under grace” 
meant. Now I am excited and grate-
ful to see that I can find out through 
your booklet. Thank you.

Reader in Northern Ireland

Editor’s comment: The answer is 
on pages 52-53 of the booklet.

Comments from Bible Study 
Course students

I am enjoying Lesson 1 of your 
Bible Study Course and answering the 
questions. This is a very important 
part of my life, to understand the 
word of God.

Student in Surrey

I found Lesson 3 very inspiring. 
It explains thoroughly the need for 
baptism and also the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. I’m looking forward to the next 
lesson.

Student in Ireland

This course has helped me to un-
derstand and appreciate the Bible. 

Student in Belfast

I am well impressed with this 
Bible Study Course. It is well thought 
out, logical and encourages you to 
search and learn the Bible. 

Student in Wales

Just a note to thank you for the 
Bible Course which I completed 
recently. Thanks for letting me know 
about further Bible studies on the 
web site.

Student in Norfolk

Our literature can be  
downloaded from our  

website at www.ucg.org 
or requested from the address  

at the bottom of the front page.


