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‘Give Us This Day
Our Daily Bread’

Did you know that some nations are buying up arable land in
other countries to secure food for their peopfe? But if chaotic weather
and warfare disrupts that food chain, where will we turn?

he title abowve is an micgral part
I ol the well known prayer, oflen
called “the Tord®s Prayer®, that

Jesus Christ tanght s disciples. This
praver helps us focus on the most
important aspects of life, especially our
relationships with God our Father and
with other people.

somewhat surprisingly, it is also the
title of the lead article in the February
2008 edition of The Middle Fasi maga-
zing, which T picked up at
Dubai airport. The cover
arficle was miroduced by
the banner, “Why rich
countries are buying the
world's most fertile land.”

Countries lke Sauwdi
Avrabia, Qatar, Libva and
Tran arg oil=rich but very shor ol arable
land. Shrinking waler resources and a
shortage of farmland is forcing Culf
States and other Arab countries to
acguire hundreds of thousands ol acres
abroad 1o cnsure long-term Tood seeu-
rity. Ammony others, Brazil and Indonesia
are two countries being targeted for
land purchases.

We could see some dangerous con-
sequences emerging from this quest for

land beyond a state’s national borders.
In the past, poor crops due 1o changing
climale conditions have caused vast
populations to invade tertile countries in
their quest for food. Rarely have these
intrusions remained peaceful.

The Migdie Fast magazine article
also indicaled thal Britain and the
nations of the European Union are
mcluded among those stales pressuring
poorer states, particularly in Atrica, to

The descendants of Joseph have enjoyed
benefits and riches far beyond normal
expectations. We have been blessed

with an overabundance of food and

other national resources.

allows them to operate on their farmland
and to [izh in ther coastal walers.”

God provides for His people
MNearly 4,000 vears ago, Josepl, son
of the putriarch Jacob, was guided by
God to provide food for the ploneer
peoples of Israel, as well as Egypt and
surrounding nations, m a time of severe
food shortagres. Our Creator had
revedled to Josepl that there would be

soven bountilid harvests belore scven
years of drought. This foresight led o
many people being 2 during a seven-
vear period of severe tamine (see
Genesis chapter 41),

For two centuries the descendants
of the patriarch Joseph — the Bntish,
American and Commonwealth peoples
— herve enjosed mamy henetits and
riches Far beyond normal expeclations.
We have been blessed with an over-
abundance ol Tood and
other national resources,
resulting m national con-
ditions that made our lives
a lot easier.

Our nations could
hawve followed the patri-
arch Joseph’s example
and made proper provisions tor the
downturn that 1s currently ocourring.
But in our consumer society saving
seems 1o have gone out of fashion, We
seem to prefer the unwise altematives of
mass spending, printing money and
soing much further into debt.

Noted author and journahist Thomas
L. Friedman called the current crisis “The
Gircal Disruption”. He asked: “What il
2N was the year when we hit the wall
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— when Mother Nature and the market
both suid, “MNo more™? {(Infer-nationad
Hevald Tribune, Wlarch 9).

Our troubles in the United Kingdom
have mereased in reeent years as we
have continued 1o abandon traditional
hiblical values. Our prople scem 1o
swiny between two extremes: (1) feel-
ing guiley for having had an empire and
colonies that spread the Eaghish lan-
guage arpund the world, and (2 pride
in thinking that the greainess of our
nations was the result of our own
PrOwCss,

Bolh pomts ol view ignove God,
who gave us the blessings o [lhA1 His
promise e Abraham, The fulfilliment
led 10 the spread of the English lan-
guage around the world, which in wm
prepared our peoples for the publication
worldwide of the original gospel
brought by Jesus Christ. [1is followers
have preached it down through
Lhe centurics as a wilness
{Matthow 24:14; 28:18-20),

In order to understand both
the historical legacy and the
prophietic promises to the British
and American peoples, request ar
download our free booklet The
United Staves and Britoin i Bible
Frphecy

The lesson of
MNebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezrar’s expericnee illus-
trates what can happen when nationally
or mdividually we ignore the hlessings
und mstructions of our Creator, How lit-
te we in this modern world understand
the inMuenee of spirtual forees that we
prefer not w acknowledge.

Howy little we really control many
major factors in our lives. The way in
which national coomomics ane inlor-
linked resuls in linancial crises spread-
ing like viruses. Tn Westem nations
meany are losing jobs and seeing the
value ol their possessions and savings
dimindsh. Many ol us living in ciby envi-
ronments would also be unable w pro-
vide for our own basic food needs dur-
ing a crists, and arc valnerable w
brroken supply chaing,

Today the global cconomy is
steadily sliding o deeper trouble, per-
haps eventually becaming comparahle

Farmer harvesting grain with a scythe.

The expericnee of King Nebuchad-
nezzar of Babylon as recorded m Daniel
4:28-30 provides an important lesson.
Vorse 17 indicates that the king was
proud ol his accomplishments and
preatness. Twelve months afier Danicl
had interpreted his dream and warned
him that hig kingdom would be given 1o
another, Nebuchadnezzar again hoasts
ol his own greatness: “As the king was
walking on the roof of the roval palace
of Babvlon, he said, *Is not this the
great Babwlon T have built as the roval
residence, by my mighty power and Tor
the glory of my majesty™™ Shortly
afterwards he lost his kingdom, and tor
seven years he ale grass like an anunal
betore his sanity and his kingdom were
restored (verses 33-37).

2

to the 193(Fs. As the enommity of debt
becomes evident in Europe, the 1empla-
tion to print devalued money may lead
Ly the tvpe ol hyper-inflation hat
plagued all of Europe during the Cireat
Taepression, That m furn could provide
the environment tor extreme political
parties on the Furapean continent ofter-
ing national stability and extreme torms
ol ceonomic protectionism, We have
been down this road befure,

A future resurrection
of the Roman Empire

The scene may be bemng set for another
resurrection of the ancient Roman
Empice, perhaps iniually Bunded on the
desire to provide tinancial and military
sceurily, The United States ceononmic

model 15 not whal Furope generally
wishes to follow, and the new US presi-
dent is reporiedly preparing 1o withdraw
much of its military might from certain
iroubled arcas, This leaves a power vac-
uum that a revitalised Furope may [l al
some fime in the relatively near Rolure.

In times of globul disturbance,
nations will desperately seel to protect
food und water supplies. That 1s not sur-
prising, bul there is an imporlant con-
trast between asking God o provide our
personal needs, as Jesus taught us in
the Lord’s Prayer, and The Middle Fast
magazine article’s focus on salely
human mitiatives to seeure provisions.
Times of trouble come when no one
can do without God's helping hand. Tt
commes down w a personal relationship
with the One who controls the weather,
providing the ram [or crops and water
for drinking,

About 2000 vears ago, when Jesus
Christ walked this carth, the Romans
oceupied the land of Israel and many
resources were exported to supply the
Empire’s needs. When tamine hit, it
hacame very difficult for the average
member of the church in Jemsalem
{Acts 11:28-300, So God’s people In
other ureus provided the help needed
during that time in the first century.

The membuers living in Jerusalem were
vulnerable and needed the assurance
of God's protection and provision of
their physical as well as spiniual needs.

Could we, Tike the carly Christians,
again become desperate for our daily
neads, like fond and water? The possi-
hility is frighteningly rcal! Indced the
prayver “Give us this day our daily bread”
{Luke 11:3), could begim w impact our
gencrally unbehieving sccular age in
ways hat few would now imagine,

Please request two free booklets that
will help put your life into proper per-
sprclive with these troublesome imes,
The tilles: Ave B Living in the fime of
the fnd? and The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy: Mease ask for them n print
or download vour own coples,

Peter Hawkins
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Which Day

Is the Christian Sabbath?

According to Time magazine (23 February), ‘Nicholas Sarkozy wants to make
working on the Sabbath fegal’. This feature article goes on to say that
‘in France it’s basically against the faw to work on the seventh day.’
What was really meant is Sunday. But is Sunday the seventh day of the week,
and is it the true Sabbath day on which Christians ought to worship?

Chmgﬂzg national laws can b a
very difficult exercise. So far
every atlempt by the Fronch
president to legally allow shopping on
Sundays has been clTectively stymicd
by the national parliament. TTis third
attempt tailed in January. Tle may try
et again very soon.

Mever on Sunday® has been on
the French law books for over 100
vears. Fitty legislators from President
sarkozy’s pwn party, the UME are not
on the same page with him
on this. Said one 55-year old
French housewite, *If the
secular government makes
the rules. one could think
of other dasys. Why not
samrday, which is holy o the
Jews? (W5lcom). Good question!
Why not, indecd!

Misunderstood:
The identity of the day

Many on the Furopean continent
ad some in the British 1sles seem to
believe that Sunday is the biblical sev-
enth day of the week — and thereline the
Sabbath day. The media compounds this
common misunderstanding. Sunday is
actually the firsr day of the week — not
the seventh A 1s explained on page
5 of'the last issue of the Crood Vews
Supplement (Jan-Feb), any dictionary
or eneyelopacdia will show you that
Seturday is the seventh day of the week.

In this conlestils micresling w noe
that in the language of the French presi-
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dent, the seventh day ol the week is
sanreedi, which is a derivation of the
Cireck word sabboaten CeamPerion i the
vernacular) and stems from the Ilebrew
wird [or the seventh day, shabbar, Tn
Cierman the word for Saturday is
Saslviag, meaning ‘the day of the
Sabhath™ and as with French, it is also

derived from the vernacular usage ol the

Greek word for the Sabbuth, sabbaion.
In Ttaly, well over 2000} years ago,
aven betore the advent of Christianity,

The sanctity of the seventh day as a day
of rest was established at creation, over
2000 years before the Ten Commandments
were codified during the time of Moses.

the Latin word for the seventh day was
Sahbata. As Cossell v Latin Dictionary
brings out; *Both Horatius Flaceus
{Horace the Poet) ¢, 65-% BC and Pliny
the Elder ¢. 23-7% AD use the word
Sahbarta in their writing for Saturdase”
The word for *Sabbuth’ in ltalian today
has omly chunged slightly inospelling
over the many centuries to Sabain.

S0 we ses that the very word
Sahbaréfy, with slight spelling variance, 1s
mbedded 1n some of the key European
languages and s always equated with
Saturday, The seven-day weekly evele
Ly remained intact toowgshout history,
¥et many in the media and even main-
stream Christendom fail to really grasp
the implications of this hasic truth,

The Bible defines
the seventh day

There are indications thal the word
‘Sabbath’ reterring to the seventh day
of the week was known among other
ancicnt nations in addition 1o the Jews,
Aler all, 1lowas sel asiude as a rest day at
Creation itself. This is borne out Iy the
bowls that describes man's ereation. 'On
the seventh dav God emded His work
witich He had dong and Te resied on
the weventh day " (Genesis 222, emphasis
added throughout ). Our
Creator docsn™ need rest in
the human sense, but in order
1o set mankind 8 pernanent
example [e did refrain from
Iis creative worlk. Jesus as
the bessial was baptised by
John the Baptist, even though He was
sinless, in order to set us an example to
tollowsr (John 3:13). This is equally true
of the exumple of God resting on the
sventh-day Sabhath,

In Genesis 2:3 we read that 'God
Messed the sevenh dav and sanchificd it
[set it apurt| becanse He rested from all
Tiiw work which God had crected and
maale, " The Creator blessed and st apart
the Sabbath day from the other six days
of creation. 8o we see that the sanctity
ol the seventh day as a day ol rest fiom
wiork was (sl cstablished ai creation,
over 2000 years belore the Ten
Cotmmandments were codiled during
the time of Moses.

The seventh-day Sabbath {Saturday)
was made for all of mankind, not just



[or the Tsrachites, sceing thal the people
of Tarac] bocame a nation over 20040
vears after the day was set apart at
creation. In the New Testament Tesns
Himsell staled: “The Sobbaih was made
Jor mman ' (Mark 2:28) — not just for the
people of [stael,

The benefits of observing
the Sabbath

Why shouldn®t all mankind honour
their Creator on each seventh day s a
commemoration of His creative work in
aiving us life? Why showld the [sraelites
only be singled out to receive the bless-
ing of resting at the end of each working
weel from their hard labour?

Certainly everyone needs both a
physical rest and spiritual uplitt on the
Sabbath, when ume should be alloeated
Lo [oeus on God’s Word, colleetively
and mdadually, Why lnut this only
tir the people of Lsracl?

Hovw siad it 15 that there are people
who call themselves Christian — who
have been the inheritors of all the good
Lthings that the Hebrow and Christian
Seriptures offer them in regard to leading
happy and successful lives — and vet find
excuses for not honouring their Creator
om the day He appointed at creation.

Among the purposes that the Bible
highligrhts are:

* It commemorates the end of the
Creator’s work in renewing the face of
the carth as deseribed in Genesis,

* It gives human beings a weekly

real day o re-energise their bodics.

* It sets aside extra time to he
strengthened spiritually by personal
study of God’s Word and, where possi-
ble, to worship with likemindad
brethren in o Sabbath service,

Sanctioning Sunday carries
no biblical authority

Christians who hold 1o Sunday as
the weeldy day of rest can rely only on
fradition for such a practice. The Bible
rermaing silent ubout observing Sunday
as the weekly day of rest on which
to wiorship God. The day on which we
acknowledge and honour God as
Creator ¢un only be the seventh-day
Sabbuth. The Bible must always be the
final judge on how we worship God and
on the day mowhich we remember His
creative work.

Jesus Christ wamed the religious
leaders ol His day that therr traditions
were standing in the way of worship-
ping Ciod in spirit and in truth (JTohn
4:23). Cuoting from the prophet [saiah,
He said: “This people homours M with
their lips, but thei heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me. feaofing
as doctrines the commandments of men’
{Mark 7:6-7. I Chrisl were Lo appear
on the scene today, 11is warnings would
again be directed towards today’s reli-
gious leaders for highlighting the tradi-
Lions el maen rather than the sacred Word
of God.

It’s amazing to see the reasons put

lorward inatcmpling 1o revoke the
seventh day Sabbath, and justily Sunday
as the hiblical rest day for which no
authority 15 given in the Bikle. Making
the tirst day ot the week, Sunday, a
weekly rest dav wasn't atficially
introduced until long atter the New
Testument apostles had died.

Attempting to honour God an a
substitute dav. Sunday, doesn’t have the
backing of the New Testament. {For the
complete biblical proof, request our free
booklet Swnser to Sunset: God s Sabbath
Rest)

Keeping the day Jesus kept

Jesus Himself kept the tue Sabbath
(Luke 4;16). So did the apostles and
the Mew Testament Church! God's truge
Church continues the same practice
today, The apostle Jolm, who outlived
the other apostles, identified true
Christians as those ‘W kecp the com-
mardnents of Cod ard fiove the tesii-
mrey af Sesus Chrisi ' (Revelation
[2:17), One of the Ten Commandments
is the [ourth one: “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy™ (Exodus
20:8). The correct day of the week is
and has always been the seventh day.

It any of our readers would likke to
attend a Sabbuth service under the aews
of the United Chureh of God, please
write, email, or telephone us. (Our
adcdresses are gnven at the bottom of
page 1.)

Gerhard Marx

In Leviticus 23:2-3 God reveals
an important aspect of the weekly
Sabbath day and His other festi-
vals: ‘Speak to the Israelites and
say to them: "These are my
appointed feasts, the appointed
feasts of the LORD, which you are
fo proclaim as sacred assemblies
. .. the seventh day is a Sabbath
of rest, a day of sacred assembly™
(NIV).

God plainly says these are His

Our Appointment with God

feasts, His 'sacred assemblies’,
The Hebrew word moed, the plural
form here translated ‘appointed
feasts’, means "appointed time’
or 'meeting’ (Lawrence Richards,
Expository Dictionary of Biblical
Words, 1985, 'Feast/Festival’).
‘Sacred assemblies’ and 'sacred
assembly’ here are translated from
migra, which denctes a divinely
summoned gathering.

In other words, God says His

Sabbath is a divine appointment
that He commands His people
to keep thraugh their gathering
before Him with other believers
{(compare Hebraws 10.24-25).

The Sabbath is God's day, not
ours, ILis a lime lor reading His
Word, for prayer, for fellowship with
other believers, for your
farmily — but, most of all, a time for
His presence with vou, especially
as you are taught from His Word at
His commanded assembly.

The British & Eumpaan Supplament (o The Good Mews



Discouragement, Depression
and Disillusionment
Don’t Let Them Ruin Your Life!

The current credit crisis has hurt citizens across the country in
various ways. Marriages have been adversely affected.
Adultery is on the increase as distraught partners indulge in
so-called ‘recession sex’. Yet there is a biblical way to cope with adversity.

hen the last UK recession
\ ;‘ / oeeurred ( 1990-1994),
divoree rates skyvrocketed.

Today’s divoree lawyers have stated that
their cascloads have risen some 40 per-
cent since the current recession really
bhegan to bite. When the breadwinner
husband leses his job, in all too many
cases, instead of looking to his wife for
support, he withdraws into himselt.
Then the conlused and isolated wilt:
looks elsewhere for soluce. One voung
British couple suttered a home toreclo-
sure and had to move to a smaller house
in a different neighbourhood. Their
three children hod w0 2o to another
school as well, suftering an addi-

tional disruption w their lives.

Dicepening fnancial reecssion
has brought about discouragement
and even severe mental depression,
Anxiety attacks are common during a
period of serious economic downtum,
People oficn react immaturcly mtimes
of financial stress and worry, They muke
unwise monetary decisions.

A Financid Times article (9 March)
stated: "The Ananeial downtum could
increase cancer, mental illness and other
diseases across Furope unless member
states Lake remedial action, the
European Union’s health commissioner
warngd”,

Support from
the God Who cares

Distressed mdividuals often fuil to
let God into their Tives. Too many don't
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look tor thelr Creator tor the needed
help, support and encouragement. Jesus

Christ suid to ong of His Church congre-

gatcms, “Hehold, 1 stand at the door and
knock. TFanyone hears My voiee and
opens the door, | will come in to him
and dine with him, and he with ke’
{Revelation 3:20), The Lloly Scripmires
are replete with God's promises to care
for and comfort 1Tis peaple. God the
Father and Jesus Christ are personally
concerned!

Jesus said: ‘Come fo Me, all von
wiht fabowr and are Reavy: lades [with

Encouragement
uftimately emerqges from
a good understanding
of God and His Word.

difficulties|, and { will give vou rest.
Take My voke upon vou and leam from
Me, tor 1 am gentle and lowly in heart,
and vere will find rest for vour souls’
{Matthew 11:25-30, emphasis added
throughcont).

Christis a living Saviour who wanls
to aid and help Iis people. [1e also
stated: ‘1 am come that they may have
life, and that they may have it more
abumdantly” (lohn 10:10).

Giod the Father has the very same
approach as His Son, The apostle Paul
expressed it this way. “Blessed be the
Ci0d and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Father of mercies and the God of alf
comfort' (2 Cornthians 1,3-4),

Paul and his colleagues looked w0
God for help durning very difficult and
siressful imes, “For ndeed, when we
came 1o Macedoma, our bodics had no
rest, but we were troubled on every side.
Ontside were conflicts, inside were
tears. Mevertheless God whe comforts
the downcast, comiorted ws b the com-
g of Tiaws (2 Corinthians 7:5-6).

Ciod often works through other
human beings 1o relicve our alMictions,
His ministers take their cue from Guod.
‘Thanks be to God who puts the same
earnest care for you into the heart of

Titus™ (2 Corinthians 8:16).

Well over 40 yeurs ago a dis-
tressed friend of mine sought an
elder’s help, Cne ol the poings ol
adwvice this mimister gave him was
1o “ask God 1o cncourage you®,
During my own down Hmes ever

simee, [ have followed this advice, and
God has never fuiled to encourage me.
On oceasion 1ve had to exercise a little
patience and wait awhile, but God Las
always come through for me at the end
of the day.

Back in the early 505 a line o a pop-
ular sang ran like this: *It is no secret
what God can do: what [1e’s done for
others He'll do for you,”

Yet sometmes one needs to leam a
lesson or two From these irials, Humility
15 one. The apostle Peter said: “Humble
vourselves under the mighty hand of
Cind, that TTe may exalt vou in due time,
casting afl vour care upon Him, for He
cares for vor (1 Peter 5:6-7). We can



only do that through daily contact with
God in prayer and regular Bible reading
asg well,

Helps in getting to know God

Getting to know God mvolves get-
Ling 1o know your Bible, We become
discouraged and disillusioned with our
lives because we don’t realise that ulti-
matelv only the Bible has the answers
and the solutions to our dilenunas and
problems. God's Word is loaded with
timeless advice to help you fo be sue-
cesslul in your fnances, marriage, fam-
ily relanonships, carcers and cvery other
major aspeel of life. The United Church
of God has gathered many ol the wmcal
biblical passages and the prineiples thut
flow from them, into varjous free publi-
cautions,

Our booklet Making Life Work cov-
ers several subjects, including health
matters. Another one that focuses on
marriage and family life is entitled
Marrigee & Famiv: The Missing
Pimension. Inchuded within its papes
are seelions about dating dos and don’ts,
guidance on child rearing, and a chapter
about helping your teenagers.

Yet another booklet tells us how to
Lrans form our lives spivitually. The Bible
tells us to *he transtormed by the renew-
ing of your mind’ (Romans 12:2). But
what does that mean and how docs this
huppen? The title is Transforming Your
Life: The Progess of Commversion,

still another publication asks what
the Bible ells us about God, People
have all kinds ol ideas about Him, But
where do their opinions come from? Ts
your coneept of God Toundad in His
Word or based on humean concepts of
Him? The booklet Who &s God? reveals
some surprising wuths about our Creutor,

Encouragement ultimately emerzes
frovm a good understanding of God and
[1is Word. Lite has its pitfalls, but
superhly workable coping mechanizims
are recorded in the Bible, both (1d and
MNew Testaments, Request the tour
above-mentioned booklets and vou'll be
om your way o a basic understanding of
the Holy Scriplures,

John Ross Schroeder

Four Enemies of Faith

Faith in God is a very effective antidote in combating discouragement.
Thesa four enemies of faith provide a good enviranment for discouragement.

Have you ever wanderad why we don't see more evidence of faith? The
Bible identifies several tendencies that undermine faith.
+ o Jesus cautioned: ' Do not be amdous . .. But seak first the kingdom
of God' (Matthew 5:25-33).
+  Fear, While on a boat in the middle of a storm, the disciples awoke Jesus
and pleaded that He save them from drowning. He answered, “Why are you
fearful, O you of little faith? Then He rebuked the sea and it immediately grew
calm {Matthew 8:23-26).
= Doubt. Peter saw Jesus walking on the water of the Sea of Galilee and
asked if he could do the same. Jesus invited him to join Him, and Peter, too,
began walking on the water. ‘But when he saw that the wind was boisterous,
he was afraid’ and began to sink {Matthew 14:30). Christ ‘stretched out His
hand and caught him, and said to him, “0 you of litfle faith, why did you doubt?™
(verse 31).
= Human reasaning without spiritual understanding. Jesus warned His disci-
ples, 'Take heed and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and the Sadducees’
(Matthew 16:6). He was cautioning them against the teachings of religious lead-
ers (verse 12) who appeared outwardly correct but lacked spirtual understand-
ing (Matthew 23:25-28). The disciples did not understand this straight away, and
their own reasoning was flawed (Matthew 16:7-12).

To understand the pasitive aspects of faith, request our free booklet You Can
Have Living Faih.

Letters From Our Readers

(et from poge 8

enormoushy informative. | certainly
lcarned more than T dreami possible. T
now have a good grounding in the Bible
after doing these lessons. [ would be
mterested in being baplised.

L K. Danmati

Spreading the gospel

Jesus said Lo go milo all the world
with this vital message of [is Kingdom
cormimg W ihis carth, Thelicve that vou
are domyg just that, Thank vou for send-
ing me The CGood News, Please uccept
this donation,

v The Bible Sty lessons are witten to Mrs | G Tonyrefail, Wales

help students develop a relationship with
the: Fother amel Tlis Som, our Sevionr
Jesus Cliist. Repentance and baptism s
o suafredl vesult for all wher recognise
what God is offéring ws. We will be glad

try ceniesed yeons fiow Baprisi,

T enelose a cheque w help with the
cosls of your magaane, Be sure 1o con-
tinug sending me copics. They arc a
wonderful help in these diMicult days
and are much appreciated.

DAC legds
The Biflsle Study Conrse s testing, The

questions are well pul waether and they Thank vou so much for all the publi-

are the ones that are most basic, You
aive answers to the questions that come
up and sa T am glad to be daing the
COUTSE,

S F, West Bromwich

cations that vom send me, They have
helped me enonnoeusly to understund the
Bible. I enclose a small donation
towards the costs.

idrs A H, Sutfon CGoldfield
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Questions & Answers

Wasn'L Jesus using the Tool-

washing at the Last Supper as

a picture of how [le was a
Servant us well as Lord and Master?
Surely, He didin’t expect us fo ey on
this particulur ceramony each yeur. Afier
all, we don’t live in a hot, dusty country
and we certainly don’t wear sandals a
the time of the Passover,

E H Warrington

Yo may not have realised that

the tootwashing ceremony is

an intcgral parl of the annual
Mesw Testament Passover service. Both
Jesus Christ and the apostle Paul made
it ¢lear that the Passover continues as a
Christian observance. Jesus Himself
instituted sew Passover svmbols and
pracices o teach Christians mmportant
truths abomt TTimsalt and Gods plan of
salvation. (The footwashing coremaony
is intended as a symbohic act entively
independent of the condition of our
(zeL)

Let’s examine Clirists specific
instructions conceming the footwashing
ceremony and the lessons we should
learmn from it

The apostle John describes the initial
events of Jesus Christ’s last evening
with His disciples as a human being.
‘Befire the feast of the Passover, when
Jesus knew that 11is hour had come that
[Te should depart trom this world to the

Father, having loved [is own who were
i the world, He loved them o the end.®

During the Passover meal Tesus
‘rose from supper und laid aside His
garments, ok a towel and gireded
Himself. After that. He poured water
into a3 basin and began to wash His dis-
ciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the
towel with which He was girded” (John
13:1-5).

In the first century, washing the feet
ol gucsts was an acl of hospilality, LI
was normally the task of the lowTiest
houschold servant. Rather than ask a
servant e perlrm this function for His
eucsls, Jesus humbly chosc to carry 1
out [Timself to teach us an important
spiritual lesson. The account conlinues:
“When He had washed their (oo, taken
His garments, and sat down again, He
said w therm, "D vorr krone whed Thane
e ey vow? You call me Teacher and
T.ord, and you say well, for so Tam,

I I then, vour Lovd and Teacher, have
wiasfed vour feet. vou also ought o
wish one arother 5 feet” " (verses [2-14
emphasis added throughout).

Thew knew that Christ had just
washed their feet, but didn’t fully grasp
the sigmificance of this humble act. He
told Peter: “What T um doing vou do
noL wnderstand now, bul you will know
aller this” (verse 7). In perlorming the
tootwashing, Jesus left for 1Tis disciples,
down through the ages, a lasting
reminder of the importance of humble
service to others.

This reintorced an earlier lesson 1le
had given thern that i3 recorded in
Matthew 20:25-28, where He warned
His diseiples aboul presunung 1o rule
over their brethren in an autocratic way.
“ou know that the rlers of the
Crentiles lord it over them, and those
who are great exercise authority over
them, Yet it shall not be so wmong you;
but whoever desires o be first mmong
v, let him be vour servint. And who-
ever desires to be first among you, let
him be your slave — just as the Son of
Mlan [Tesus] did not come 1o be served,
but w serve, and 1o give His il a ran-
sonm Tor many,”

The simple act of {fieraddy washing
the feet of others at the beginning of the
annual Passover ceremony teaches us a
vital lesson associated with taking the
new symbols ol the bread and wine,
Tesus concluded: T have given vow an
gxampde, thal vou should do as T o
done to vou' (John 13;15). The basic
lessom 15 elear Our Christian lives
should be devoted to the service of God
ancl our fellowiman,

Further mliwmation about the cerr-
etz anmal Passover service may be
ohtained by requesting our free booklet
God Holv Day Plan: The Promise of
Hape for Al Manfind, 1t will show that
Jesus Christ kept other Holy Tays Tound
in the Bible. So did the apostles, yeurs
alier His death and subscquent resurree-
ton 0T you have any questions, please
write, email, or telephone our British
oiTice.
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% Letters From Our Readers

Response to BBC Radio 4
programme

When [ heard the podeast of the
Bevond Belief programme of the 22
December, 2008, entitled “The Pagan
Origins of Christmas,” on which Peter
Llawlkins appeared, 1 was most
impressed with the way that Mr
Huwlins [co-ordinating pastor of the
United Church of God British 1sles]
dealt with the subject matter in the mea-
gre tine |4 minutes| that he was allotted
Lo slate his points, which for those of our
persuasion were compelling arpuments
for not keeping Christmas.

Regrettably, most ol the programme
wils given over to other so-called
Christian views on the subject which
dismissed Mr Hawking” views as
irrelevant in a 2 [st century context.
Unfortunatelv, many of these other
views were hased on synerctism and
did oL relMeet what the Bible says on
the subjeet. Given the shor time Mr
Hawkins had to deliver his message,

il was very well-delivered, logical and
cilm - as well us comvineing. [ person-
ally think it did eredit to the Church and
certainly reflected lsainh 581

B R, Dunstable

*  Thiv hroadeast i archived of
htdpzdwna Bbe co wlcFelivions vealme-
dichevond helieff. Our readers with
ccesy o the Tnlerned moy wivh fo hear
it Yo may also request our flee Dookled
Holidays or Holy Days: Docs Tt Matier
Which Days We Ohserve?

Reader renews
The Good News

Due to i1l health and the worries of
this waorld, T had lapsed momy vigour
andl thirst e The: Graed Wevvw, Please
torgive me and reinstate my subscrip-
tions for The Good News and World

News & Prophecy. The vital work you
do involving the spread of the pood
news of the coming Kingdom, as well as
enlightening us o the implications of
current and future world affairs, is un
ahsolate necessity. Your literature is
much needed for those of us stmving w
draw near 1o God m a world beset by the
infucnce of Satan,

A R, Dudley, near Birmingharn

Still learning

T have been profwndly deal sinee
birth and have emoyed reading your
magazine for vears, [ have been studying
the Scriptures eagerly and am still learn-
ing. T have put tny (aith in Christ Tor
about 30 vears, But | am also interested
in the debate between creatiomisin and
cvolution, Tam a member of the Church
of Scotland and go to a church tor the
deal on Sundays, Twaorship and praise
our heavenly Father every day. I do not
warship on the pagan testivals such as
Christmias Dy, 1 beheve that Christ was
bown on Sukkoth [the Feast ol
Tabernacles].

T B, Kilmarnock, Scofland

*  You mary wish to vequest our free
bookler on Holidays or Holy Days?

Readers wish to attend the
Festival of Tabernacles

We are looking lorward 1o cach tssue of
Thre Good News and are prowing in futh
more and more every day, We would
lowe o attend the next Feast of
Tabemacles,

Mrs S O, Wigan

Struggling to find the truth
L strugyeling to find a truth that 1
can belicve and hold on 1o, Ts there any
truth to be found?
P T, Sheffieid

* W are sending you g previons
Supplement article entitted 'Do You
Belicve the Trath? "¢ M- e, 20085
Jesus Christ stated that He came fo bear
wikiess for the raih (lohn (8:37). Forlier
Tlee Readd savied theet Godd s Wiwd Js iruth
(ki 17:07) The aposile Poul wold
Timenhy thet some hod stverved from the
trnaih (2 Tioob: 2:16-190, g0 ik very
ieperidartt that pow do find that unigue
traeth that Christ spoke of Yot may wish
fr regreent n free booklet el The

Gospel of the Kingdom,

Thank vou very much for all the Tit-
erature yom have seqt me. I found it all
maost helpful. [ really wunt to know
more whout the United Church of God.
Theretore, may [ request a copry of vour
free booklel Thiv Js the United Chureh of
Crewd? T have enclosed a small chegue o
help cover some of the costs. T look for-
ward to becoming an active member of
vour ¢hurch, You see. 1 am looking for i
new chureh to apply my lovalties to. 1
really hope the Tloly Spirit has lad me to
vom, the United Church of God, becamse
I amm really sick of playing church. It's
been a long journcy,

Reader, Bexhill-on-Ses

* T M (50 W Lo et o Com-
pavtion hookded, The Charch Jesus Built.

Questions have been
answered
BGelievers ask questions and they are

abwavs answered Ty spirit-filled and

grifted brethren m vour ehurch, It has

been a big help to me and I pray that this

will comtmue all the ord comes back,
W A, Belishilf

Bible Study Course
T have compladed all 12 of the Bible
lessons that were put out and found them
(Cantinued an poee &
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