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I

There is a war going on in Britain that threatens to break down the moral
standards that remain. Nationally our spiritual forces are weak as we continue
to capitulate to behaviour that takes us further from God. Our leaders seem
unlikely to respond to what we need to do to regain His blessings.
Read on to find out about a resistance movement you can be part of!

n the middle of the January 2010
‘big freeze’, a radio announcer asked
‘What did we do that was so bad in
2009 to deserve this?’A traveller delayed
several hours on one of Britain’s airport
runways reflected that the delay was
nobody’s fault; it resulted from ‘an act
of God’.
Severe wintry weather, a near financial meltdown, high unemployment: Are
we experiencing national correction for
our actions? Is God drawing the attention of those who helped to spread the
Bible around the world to what it actually says? Have we as a nation unwittingly become captive to the spiritual
enemy in a war we hardly know exists?
The spiritual aspect of life is not
considered important by many. They
allow their time and imagination to be
captured by entertainment and sport.
So relationships between husbands
and wives, parents and children, and
amongst siblings are often strained if
not completely broken. What has gone
wrong with our society?

environment. Our lives often have little
purpose or sense of direction because
we have little concept of our national
or personal destiny. The unseen spirit
enemy has us distracted by influencing
us to pursue selfish and empty pursuits.
At Harrow School in October 1941,
shortly after the bombing Blitz of
London, Winston Churchill encouraged
the pupils, ‘Never, never, never, never –
in nothing, great or small, large or petty
– never give in, except to convictions of
honour and good sense . . . Never yield
to the apparently overwhelming might
of the enemy.’
The enemy that Churchill was resisting during World War 2 was the Axis

Ignorance is not bliss

A diminishing number of people
have actually read the Bible. Many are
ignorant of its moral laws that would
stabilise society and improve our family

‘Never yield to the apparently overwhelming
might of the enemy.’ Winston Churchill

Powers. It was very real to Britain and
the Commonwealth countries. This
tyrannical axis was driven by ruthless
dictators with an evil desire to gain control over the entire world. Had they succeeded, the Anglo-Saxon peoples – a
group of nations that had become the
dominant force in the world for more
than a hundred years – would have suffered enormously. (To understand more,
request our free booklet The United
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy.)

An implacable enemy
and a resistance movement

Today those same allied countries
face an enemy that works behind the
scenes, a spiritual terrorist called Satan
the devil, who has taken apart brick by
brick our strong tower of faith in God.
Looking at Britain, America and many
Commonwealth nations today we would
have to conclude that our peoples have
all but capitulated to this hidden enemy.
The good news is that there exists
a powerful resistance movement that
you may wish to become part of. But it
requires the moral and spiritual determination spoken of by Churchill. Its leader
is the Captain of our salvation, Jesus
Christ. For every problem, the Church
has the coping strategies from the resist-
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ance manual, the Holy Bible, which are
explained in our free literature.
Where are we right now in this war?
The spiritual ‘influencer’ is deceiving
the whole world into believing that down
is up, error is truth and wrong is right.
(See Ephesians 6:12; Revelation 12:9.)
God gives us, nationally and personally, the basic instruction for resisting
Satan in James 4:7. ‘Submit to God.
Resist the devil and he will flee from
you.’

Flawed secular education

Our modern society is built on
human reasoning apart from knowledge
of the Scriptures. Virtually every area
of our existence – family, finances,
personal responsibility, the use of
time, religious activity, education
and leadership structure – could be
dramatically improved by applying
biblical principles.
The United Church of God is
making that precious knowledge
freely available – informing the
world of a time when Christ will set
the world aright again. Members of
the public, as well as the small group
of dedicated Church members in the
British Isles, support the preaching of
the gospel with prayers and financially
through donations, tithes and offerings.

Strengthening our shaky
foundations

On the national level we have built
a house on the shifting sands of public
opinion. At present, values are being
spread through the high priests of entertainment, celebrities and unscientific
science, like the theory of evolution.
Our leaders are picked through political
popularity contests rather than by a
selection of those with the enduring
qualities of righteous character and
leadership.
In the Scriptures, God gave commandments and principles that would
promote family life. But our society
proceeds to trash them in the name of
political correctness. Alternative structures for family life are being taught to
our children at school as equally accept2

able options. These children have, in
most cases, never been taught from the
Bible about their ultimate purpose in life
and why the family is so important.
Many of their teachers have had
their confidence in biblical values
destroyed by the evolutionary concept
popularised by Darwin. Yet more and
more scientists, armed with evidence
of major flaws in the theory, are being
marginalised by the establishment –
which is knowingly or unknowingly
complicit in the advancement of the
enemy’s cause.
How important is this spiritual
resistance movement, led by Jesus
Christ? The Church provides free publi-

United Church of God arranges services
on the Sabbath day (Saturday), which
is the seventh day of the week, a truth
once known in Celtic, Anglo-Saxon and
later times. When there are sufficient
numbers in an area, we try to meet in
accessible locations on suitable transport
routes. For those too far away to travel
to a Sabbath service, we offer DVD sermons. We are looking at providing an
online service as well.
This is another important way that
God’s Church reaches out to the public.
It does matter to God whether we conform to His weekly Sabbath and annual
Holy Day plan, or choose our own
forms of worship!
Freely available are three important
publications that explain these biblical
principles: Sunset to Sunset: God’s
Sabbath Rest, and God’s Holy Day
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All
Mankind.

You are invited

Our office in Buckinghamshire (centre).

cations like Marriage & Family: The
Missing Dimension. In its pages, the
spiritual significance of marriage is considered in the light of Scriptures that
define our biblical roles. It gives practical ways to find a lifetime partner in
marriage through suitable dating. Then
there’s a strategy to ‘divorce-proof’ your
marriage.
Once the family environment is
ready, our children can then grow up
with the best standards, even in a society hostile to the right values of God’s
word. Ways to help them grow up with
moral strength are provided, with the
focus on the goal of being part of Jesus
Christ’s new world order after His
return (Revelation 5:10; 20:4-6).

Connecting with others

Throughout Scripture it is made
clear that worshipping together is vital
for spiritual survival.
To this end, wherever possible, the

At the end of the day, each of
us has to respond to Jesus’ call to
repentance and belief in the good
news of His coming Kingdom on earth
(Mark 1:14).
National correction may be around
the corner, but as an individual who has
read this far we hope you will accept the
invitation by beginning to live God’s
way and by resisting the evils of society.
The apostle John wrote: ‘For all that is
in the world – the lust of the flesh, and
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life
– is not of the Father but is of the world.
And the world is passing away, and the
lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides for ever’ (1 John 2:16-17,
emphasis added). This means we will
have everlasting life in God’s Kingdom.
So read and study the Word of God
on a daily basis. Immerse your life in
imitating the character of Jesus Christ
and follow His sterling example. And as
Christ leads you, support His Church
and its activities. Join the spiritual resistance movement in the British Isles!

Peter Hawkins
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How the Bible Came Together

GOD’S WORD

F

The Evidence
for Divine Inspiration

This installment focuses on the evidence for the divine inspiration
of the Old Testament. We highlight the uniqueness of
the Hebrew Bible compared with other ancient religious books.

or believing Christians, the Bible
is the source of their beliefs and
practices. It sets standards for
them. It instructs them on how to regulate their lives. It’s a book that gives
them the hope of everlasting life. A
Christian concurs with the apostle Paul’s
statement that ‘all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God’ (2 Timothy 3:16).

establish that it is indeed divinely
inspired. We start with the Hebrew
Scriptures, the Old Testament.

A unique book

gious book compiled over many
centuries.

One Mind at work

Throughout their long history, the
Jewish people themselves have always
maintained that they are not the originators of the Old Testament and that they
merely received and then preserved the
divinely inspired Scriptures for posterity.
Evidence for unbelievers
The apostle Paul confirmed this position
(see Romans 3:1-2).
But what about the doubter and
Taking the Bible as a whole, it
the unbeliever? Is there any concrete
becomes clear that one Mind is at work
evidence that establishes the Scripture’s
inspiring the various writers no matter
divine inspiration? Or is it a matter of
when or where they lived. During the
faith alone? Is the Bible written under
many hundreds of years that it
the inspiration of the Almighty
took for the Bible to be comto serve as a handbook for His
Is there any concrete evidence
piled, its content has remained
creation?
unchanged and its moral mesOr is this Book of books
that establishes the Scripture’s divine
nothing more than the philo- inspiration? Or is it a matter of faith alone? sage unaltered. All the writers
of Scripture spoke with the
sophical thoughts of wise men
same general unity and onefrom the East who recorded
ness of mind that would not have been
their gems of wisdom on stone, papyrus Old Testament, differ greatly both in
possible without one Supreme Mind
content and approach from the writings
and vellum?
guiding them throughout the many cenof other ancient nations like Egypt,
Is there a sure way to know that
turies.
Babylon, Persia, Greece and Rome.
the Bible is the very Word of God, the
The Hebrew Scriptures (the Old
These mighty and prestigious empires
means by which God speaks to His
Testament) are also uniquely different in
each had their own pantheon of gods
human children?
doctrine, morality and laws regulating
and goddesses with epic tales and
Let’s take a closer look at the Holy
human relationships. Many of these
adventures, yet they produced nothing
Scriptures, at their content, to see
laws still remain the basis for Western
whether they reveal the mind of God or like the book we call the Bible.
legal systems today. Yet these moral
There is a great spiritual gulf
the mind of man. This article will highteachings are generally not found in the
between the Bible and any other relilight key areas of the Bible’s content to
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The Hebrew scriptures are different
from any other religious book of antiquity. Focusing on this unique difference,
19th century British Prime Minister
William Gladstone stated: ‘The Bible is
stamped with a Speciality of Origin, and
an immeasurable distance separates it
from all competitors’ (emphasis added
throughout).
The sacred writings of the Hebrews
and ancient Israelites, as found in the

3

writings of other ancient nations, where belief of Moses (Exodus 9:1), of King
(John 4:24) and normally invisible to
‘gods’ often displayed traits more remiDavid (Psalm 86:10), and of the prophet the human eye (Hebrews 11:27), did not
niscent of human frailties.
tolerate such demeaning worship among
Isaiah (Isaiah 45:5). When we come to
Unlike other nations which were
His people.
the time of Daniel, he tells us that he is
quite happy to accept the gods worworshipping the ‘God of my fathers’
The Bible preserved
shipped by those around them, the
(Daniel 2:23). By the time we reach
throughout history
Israelites were warned not to adopt
the Christian era, the New Testament
When Moses was instructed to codreligious practices and beliefs from
Church continues to worship the one
ify
the
laws of God for the Israelites and
other nations: ‘Do not enquire after
God who is the God of Abraham, Isaac
future
generations,
they were reminded
their gods, saying, “How did these
and Jacob (see Deuteronomy 6:4;
of their unique role in that they were to
nations serve their gods? I will also
1 Corinthians 8:4; 1 Timothy 2:5).
be the sole recipients of God’s inspirado likewise”’ (Deuteronomy 12:30).
At this juncture, it should be
They were also told not to add their
explained what is meant in the Bible by tion throughout Old Testament times.
own traditions to the inspired Word of
‘one God’. God the Father and His Son Notice Deuteronomy 7:6: ‘For you are
a holy people [a people set apart] to the
God. ‘Whatever I command you, be
Jesus Christ are both members of the
LORD your God; the LORD your God
careful to observe it; you shall not add
one God family. The Church is Christ’s
has chosen you to be a people for
to it nor take away from it’ (verse 32).
body, the one Church but with many
In other words, the Bible as God’s Word members (see 1 Corinthians 12:12-14, Himself, a special treasure above all
the peoples on the face of the earth.’
must remain the only source of what to
20). A whole chapter in our free booklet
In God’s plan of salvation He
believe and how to worship the Creator. Who Is God? is devoted to explaining
selected
one people who were to
As a consequence of this command- ‘How is God One?’ (see pages 17-23).
become the custodians of His
ment, the doctrines of the
Law in Old Testament times.
Bible and its morality have
It remains a biblical and hisThe
doctrines
of
the
Bible
and
remained unaltered throughout
torical truth that no other peoits morality have remained unaltered
the ages. The moral concepts
ple were chosen to preserve
throughout the ages.
based on the laws of God are
the laws of God in written
applicable at all times and
The moral concepts based on
form (the Old Testament).
for all occasions. The Ten
the laws of God are applicable at all
Notice Amos 3:2: ‘You only
Commandments remain moral
have I known of all the famitimes and for all occasions.
absolutes throughout time.
lies of the earth.’ This was
That is why the Bible is so difverified by the apostle Paul in New
ferent from any other book of ancient
To understand more fully, request this
Testament times: ‘To them were comtimes. Its doctrines and form of worship free booklet and its companion publica- mitted the oracles [Scriptures] of God’
are only indigenous to the Bible, reflect- tion Jesus Christ: the Real Story.
(Romans 3:2).
ing the very mind and inspiration of
So you would expect the sacred
The second commandment
God.
writings of the people of Israel to stand
Alongside the worship of only one
apart from the religious writings of other
The belief in one God
God, the Israelites were the only ancient nations in ancient times. The Bible itself
The belief that God is one, not many, people whose sacred writings forbad
proclaims its own divine inspiration.
is unique among the ancient Hebrews
the making of images and statues in the ‘All Scripture is given by the inspiration
and Israelites. Whereas all other nations worship of their God (Exodus 20:4-5).
of God’ (2 Timothy 3:15-17; see also
believed in a multiplicity of gods and
Worshipping idols depicting gods and
2 Peter 1:20-21; John 10:35). For further
goddesses, the Hebrew Scriptures
goddesses was the norm in all ancient
evidence of this, please request our free
remain the only ancient source that
societies, except among the early
booklet Is the Bible True?
differed in that it taught consistently
Israelites (that is, before they also
In antiquity there was only one
that there is only one God.
descended into idolatry).
source, the Hebrew Scriptures, that
This was the belief of Abraham some
Their Scriptures [the Old Testament] taught that there is only one God, that
2000 years before New Testament
were the only source that taught against taught the laws of God. That source alone
times. He called God ‘the Judge of all
such a false mode of worship. The ever- carries the signature of the Almighty.
the earth’ (Genesis 18:25). This was the lasting God (Genesis 21:33), who is spirit
Gerhard Marx
4
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Why Believe in a Creator God?

A

Influential thinkers insist that God is a man-made delusion.
But is this belief really true?

book by Oxford Professor
Richard Dawkins, The God
Delusion, would have us
believe that humans who are highly
intelligent and highly educated should
come to understand that there really is
no God – no Creator. Apparently
Professor Dawkins would have us
believe that we are seeking someone
that he strongly implies does not exist.
Although there may be some support for his atheistic views in Britain,
Scandinavia and secular Europe in general, the idea that ‘religion is the opiate
of the people’ (Karl Marx) remains the
belief of relatively few people in the
world. Religion, however false and inaccurate, is alive and well all over the
globe – though very varied indeed.
Egypt remains a good example.
My wife Valerie and I went on a tour
of Egypt, and everywhere we went
we met or saw religious people. This
ancient nation of about 77 million people is approximately 90 percent Muslim
and 10 percent Christian. Devout
Muslims pray five times a day at specific times. Many can be recognised by
a large callous on the forehead – a result
of frequent prayer. They roll out a small
rug, get down on hands and knees and
place their head on the rug in prayer.

In search of God

In our world of over six billion people, those who profess to be religious
far outnumber those who say they have
no spiritual beliefs. The story told by
archaeology and history reveals the
remains of monuments and temples
built to any number of gods. From early
on, people have often incorporated religion into their lives and most do so to
this day. The apostle Paul noted the religion of the philosophers and curiosity
January/February 2010

seekers of Athens when he passed
through that city and saw their many
temples. He said: ‘I perceive that in all
things you are very religious’ (Acts 17:22).
God has placed a latent spiritual
curiosity in each one of us which makes
us wonder why we exist and if there is
anything after death. The Old Testament
book of Ecclesiastes states that God has
‘put eternity in their hearts’ (Ecclesiastes
3:11). The apostle Paul informs us that
human beings of and by themselves
cannot find God, though in reality He
is not far from us (Acts 17:27).

Climbing Mount Sinai

In March of 2007 I had the opportunity to climb what is thought to be the
Mount Sinai of the Bible. The idea was
to start at 2am and arrive at the summit
by 5am in order to catch the sunrise.
Almost everyone carried a torch on the
winding trail that ascended to a point
just below the final 750 steps to the
summit.
When our group began the sixkilometer climb, I could already see
torches zigzagging high up the trail all
the way to the top. When I reached the
top and looked back, I could still see a
steady stream of torches. I made a conservative estimate that there were about
4,000 people climbing to the top.
There were church groups and individuals from all over the world – all
expressing their ‘religion’ by climbing
the mountain where it is believed God
spoke to Moses and to ancient Israel. It
is a huge tourist attraction and provides
big business for the area. Most people
come for the purpose of expressing their
respect for God.

Grasping the spiritual

Many in scientific fields have a diffi-

The intelligent design of living matter is
another reason to believe in the Creator.

cult time accepting God. I recall a discussion with a scientist who explained
that although he wanted to believe in
a Creator, he could not conceive of anything faster than the speed of light, and
if God were that slow, He could not
be the Creator and thus could not exist.
However, his ‘proof’ was not scientific.
It was obvious that this man wanted
to believe. I would even consider him a
religious man. He just had not found a
clear path to the Creator and Designer
that he admitted must be there. Without
God’s Holy Spirit, our human minds
experience great difficulty in grasping
spiritual things (Matthew 13:14-15;
Romans 8:7; 1 Corinthians 2:14).
It seems easy for people to make
statements against God and His existence when everything seems to be going
right in their lives. Yet when faced by
death or great danger, people who
would not consider themselves very
religious cry out to God. During the
9/11 crisis in New York City, for example, people everywhere were calling on
God to help them. When people are
confronted with danger, the most common phrase one hears is, ‘Oh my God!’
These people may not attend church
5

anywhere, but they have a form of
religion buried deep in their hearts
(Ecclesiastes 3:11).

God can be found

In the writings of the Hebrew prophet
Jeremiah, God is compared to a potter
able to work with clay and make whatever He desires. Ancient Israel was
given divine help and blessings, yet for
the most part they rejected God’s way
of life. God was not real to them – at
least not the true God of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. The people of Judah and
Jerusalem decided to walk down their
own paths (Jeremiah 18:12).
Each one would decide for himself
what was right (see Judges 17:6; 21:25)
– and whether there was a God or not.
The Creator’s response was to turn His
back on them (Jeremiah 18:17)), sending them into national captivity. People

God unless He first invites them (John
6:44, 65). It is not that our Creator does
not want to invite all people. It is just
that God the Father and Jesus Christ
want to ensure the very best chance for
salvation at the very best time. So the
Father chooses the moment – whether
now during this chaotic and difficult
age or at a glorious future time when
the vast majority of humankind will be
given their first opportunity for salvation. (To understand much more, request
our free booklet God’s Holy Day Plan:
The Promise of Hope for All Mankind.)

Delusions and counterfeits

So in reality it is a delusion to think
that no intelligent person would believe
in a Creator God. Many intelligent and
well-educated people do believe in
God – and the zeal of religious people
around the world should inspire us all to
have greater zeal
for our Creator.
Prior to the return of Jesus Christ
However, prior
to this earth, God is only calling
to the return of
relatively few to be a part of
Jesus Christ to this
earth, God is only
His true Church. Even most of
calling the firstmainstream Christianity is not
fruits (Romans
in fact part of God’s true religion
8:23; James 1:18)
(2 Corinthians 11:13-15).
of His true religion
– His true Church.
Even most of mainstream Christianity
seek God and do not find Him (Hosea
is not in fact part of God’s true religion
1:9), yet paradoxically, God is near
(2 Corinthians 11:13-15).
and truly wants to be found.
However, the glorious and encouragJeremiah wrote: ‘You will call upon
ing
good news is this: After Christ’s
Me and go and pray to Me, and I will
return, He will offer spiritual underlisten to you. You will seek Me and find
standing to all peoples so that they may
Me, when you search for Me with all
your heart’ (Jeremiah 29:12-13, empha- be part of His true religion.
Adapted from an article by
sis added).
Canadian pastor Robert Berendt,
We human beings think we know so
previously published in
much when, in fact, we know very little
Virtual
Christian Magazine
compared to God (see Isaiah 55:8-9).
But people cannot understand spiritual
Recommended Reading
things until God enables them to do so
For further reading, request or
through His Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians
download our free booklets Life’s
2:7-14).
Ultimate Question: Does God
God is calling only a relatively few
Exist?, Who Is God? and The
people to understand His truth during
Church Jesus Built.
this age of man. No one can come to
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Questions & Answers

(Continued from page 7)

us to remove leaven from our homes.
The Day of Atonement also stands alone
as the one annual Holy Day observed by
fasting. Proper observance of these days
includes acknowledging these distinctions which are designed to teach us
important spiritual lessons.
These special days are meant to be a
source of mutual rejoicing for the whole
family. We are not to do our customary
work on these special days (Leviticus
23:3, 7-8, 21). However, even though
preparing food for the Holy Days does
entail effort, God says that this kind of
work is acceptable. However, on the
Day of Atonement we are to forgo all
regular work including, of course, food
preparation (verses 28, 30-31).
We also demonstrate our obedience
and commitment to God by arranging
time off from our jobs so we can
observe the annual Holy Days. With
proper planning and respectful communication with employers, most people
can work out the details required to be
able to take these days off. It is also
our responsibility to use wisdom and
patience when informing family members of our decision to observe the
festivals.
Responding to God’s instruction
is a matter of faith. As Paul said in
2 Corinthians 5:7: ‘We walk by faith,
not by sight.’ It is, therefore, important
that we start keeping the Holy Days
when we learn about them. If you
would like to learn more about the
meaning of these annual festivals,
request our free booklet God’s Holy
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for
All Mankind.
In summary, the feast days of God
are a time of happiness, not just because
of their present meaning for us today,
but because of the wonderful hope they
promise for all humankind. Observing
the annual Holy Days reminds us
of God’s great love for humanity.
Worshipping Him in this way is a joy
and pleasure. These festivals truly are
God’s gift to His people!
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Q

Questions & Answers

I keep the weekly Sabbath
and God’s appointed Feast
days. Do you have any advice
to guide and help me understand how
to observe these Feasts, as I’m guessing
what to do? I no longer celebrate Christmas and Easter, the pagan festivals.

A

Mrs L M, Carlisle

After we come to realise that
the Feast days appointed by
God – the annual Holy Days –
are eminently applicable to our modern
world, we naturally want to know how
to observe them.
Where should we celebrate them?
Should we keep them at home or in
some kind of religious service? Does
God mind if we do our normal work on
these days, or should we reserve these
annual occasions for spiritual purposes?
How will the observance of these days
affect our families and jobs?
There are clear principles which
apply to observing all of God’s Holy
Days. First, we must remember that
these days are holy to God. They are
‘the feasts of the LORD, which you shall
proclaim to be holy convocations,’ says
God (Leviticus 23:2, emphasis added
throughout).
God is the only one who can make
anything holy. The Creator places these
days on a plane higher than all humanly
devised celebrations. Men and women
can dedicate time to God for a special
purpose, but God alone can set time
aside as holy (Genesis 2:3; Exodus
20:8, 11). When we exercise proper

respect and appreciation for these special annual occasions, we also honour
God Himself by acknowledging His
authority over our lives. Understanding
this principle is important to worshipping Him properly. Our Creator desires
that people willingly and in faith follow
all of His instructions (Isaiah 66:2). A
cooperative, humble attitude stands in
contrast to the frame of mind of those
who want only to do as little as possible
to get by. The heart of the matter is
whether we really believe and love God.
The apostle John illustrated the attitude
God desires when he wrote: ‘For this is
the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome’ (1 John 5:3).
But how does God want us to conduct ourselves on these days? Consider
this basic instruction: ‘These are the
LORD’s appointed feasts, the sacred
assemblies you are to proclaim at their
appointed times . . .’ (Leviticus 23:4,
NIV). These are special days on which
we should gather with other believers.
As with the weekly Sabbath, God commands special worship services on each
of the annual Holy Days.
God revealed to the early Christians
the principle of meeting with others of
like mind on the weekly Sabbath and
yearly Holy Days: ‘Let us consider one
another in order to stir up love and good
works, not forsaking the assembling of
ourselves together, as is the manner of
some, but exhorting one another, and
so much the more as you see the Day
approaching’ (Hebrews 10:23-25). What
better time to encourage and exhort

each other than on the days that depict
God’s great plan of salvation!
Here we learn more about God’s
plan of salvation. Nehemiah 8 records a
striking instance of God’s people gathering to observe the Feast of Trumpets.
During their religious service, the leaders “helped the people to understand the
Law . . . So they read distinctly from the
book, in the Law of God; and they gave
the sense, and helped them to understand the reading’ (verses 2, 7-8). The
early Church continued to keep these
yearly feast days according to these same
principles, but with much greater spiritual understanding (Acts, chapter 2;
1 Corinthians 5:6-8).
In Nehemiah’s day, because the
people had neglected God’s festivals,
they needed encouragement. ‘And
Nehemiah, who was the governor, Ezra
the priest and scribe, and the Levites
who taught the people said to all the
people, “This day is holy to the LORD
your God; do not mourn nor weep.”
For all the people wept, when they
heard the words of the Law. Then he
said to them, “Go your way, eat the
fat, drink the sweet, and send portions
to those for whom nothing is prepared;
for this day is holy to our LORD. Do
not sorrow, for the joy of the LORD is
your strength”’ (Nehemiah 8:9-10).
Some of these festivals have designated methods of observance that set
them apart. For example, the Passover
involves partaking of unleavened bread
and wine as symbols of Christ’s death.
The Days of Unleavened Bread are the
only feast days during which God tells

How our literature is funded
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Letters From Our Readers
Resubscribing to
The Good News

I used to receive copies of The
Good News, but they stopped about three
or four years ago. I don’t know why.
Could you please start sending them to
me again as I found them an interesting
read and have been re-reading my old
copies. I have meant to be in touch
many times about this.

M G, Stonehouse, Gloucestershire

Thank you for reminding me. I have
moved your magazine to the top of my
reading list.

P C, Bexhill-on-Hill

• We recently posted a letter to many
former Good News readers in the
British Isles with a copy of the magazine, inviting them to re-subscribe. The
response has been very encouraging.
We do, however, post renewal letters
annually, just to be sure that readers
really want to receive the magazine.
Helped by Church literature

My Christian journey is becoming
more exciting and interesting with each
passing day. I can’t thank you enough
for your route maps that you’ve provided for this journey. Your literature is
in a league of its own. It is bringing to
life vast tracts of the Bible. I find that I
am like a child, full of excitement waiting for the next piece of literature to
arrive.

•

S S, Uxbridge

You may also wish to receive our
free booklets The Road to Eternal Life
and Transforming Your Life: The
Process of Conversion.

Bible Study Course

Thank you for the Bible Study
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Course lessons. I am getting a lot of
help from them and the booklets that
have been a real eye-opener for me.
Naturally, I have been able to help others, using material and references from
your booklets.

M K, North London

I have been given your address by
someone who is currently taking your
Bible Study Course via the post. I am
also interested in doing this course. I
am wondering if it’s possible for you
to send me some information about the
course and how I go about starting it.

M A M, Stafford

• A letter of explanation is automatically included with the first lesson of
this free course, which we have mailed
to you. We hope you will find the entire
course enjoyable and spiritually uplifting.
Reader asks about the Church

Thank you for the good work which
you are doing. I have come to know
more about God than I ever knew before
through The Good News. Is there a United
Church of God in my area?

•

S N-G, Didcot

The contact number of the nearest
pastor has been posted to you.

Sabbath services
in Northern Ireland

Thank you very much for such a
warm welcome last Sabbath. I enjoyed
the sermonette and the sermon
immensely – just straight from God’s
Word. Thank you also for the magazines and booklets received today. I
appreciate the spiritual food and will
read every word intensely. I am looking
to God to direct me, knowing that He

loves me and will not forsake me. The
fellowship at Sabbath services was a
treat.

E W, Ballymena, Northern Ireland

Spreading
the Gospel of the Kingdom

I would like to thank you for sending me the very informative and interesting publications. I look forward to
receiving each one. The information and
comments make the daily news come
alive. As a token of thanks, I enclose a
small donation towards your wonderful
work.

Mrs A H, Sutton Coldfield

Please find enclosed a cheque to
help with your great work in bringing
the Word of God to others.

Mrs J E C, Onchan, Isle of Man

I enclose a tithe cheque which the
Lord led me to send your way. You
have an excellent ministry with thoughtprovoking, inspiring and challenging
literature. But I know expenses do occur.
I raised quite a debate in the Northern
Ireland newspapers over the issue of
pork and shellfish. As [I am] a chef they
published what I had sent them. These
were subsequently published in various
other outlets, magazines and web sites
within Northern Ireland. Quite a few
people here ponder over these issues.
Thank you, all of the United Church of
God, for your informative material.

C N, Bangor, Northern Ireland

• The Church deeply appreciates all
the help and support we receive from
our members, co-workers, donors and
readers. Information about the general
subject addressed by the last reader
may be obtained by requesting our free
booklet What Does the Bible Teach
About Clean and Unclean Meats?
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