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The birth of a future king is a time of joyous national celebration.
However, the greatest of all Kings had a lowly birth and has not yet
received His kingdom. How He will is a uniquely compelling story.

B

ritish history is often presented
in terms of the reigning kings or
queens: triumphs and tragedies,
battles won and lost, affairs of state and
of the heart. Even from an international
perspective, the names of sovereigns
such as Henry, Elizabeth, James and
Victoria have defined great eras of
political, social and economic development and change.
In welcoming the arrival of the
Prince of Cambridge, it is a unique
privilege for the British people to
rejoice in a royal birth in this diamond
jubilee year of the Queen’s coronation.
Queen Elizabeth now has three living
generations of her heirs in direct line to
the throne.

Jesus Christ:
future King of a new age

Christians, whether they are citizens
of a constitutional monarchy, republic,
or any other form of government, will
recognise the title of Jesus Christ as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords. When asked
by Pontius Pilate, ‘Are You a king
then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly
that I am a king. For this cause I was
born, and for this cause I have come
into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of

the truth hears My voice’ (John 18:37).
What Pilate did not understand was
that Christ was not to become king at
that time. While the Bible’s most
prophesied event relates to Christ’s sacrifice and death, His return to the Earth
is the second most prophesied event
spoken of in the Bible’s pages. For
those who look to the God of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, that day of Christ’s
return – His direct intervention in human
affairs – will be unlike any other, a
unique day when everything finally
will begin to change for the better.
Christ’s return to this earth will
be a real-world, literal, geo-political
event. This is the day of unprecedented
global events that both the Old
Testament prophets and the New
Testament apostles repeatedly identified – the time when the Kingdom
of God will literally begin its rule on
the earth. ‘For unto us a Child is born,
unto us a Son is given; and the government will be on His shoulders. And
His name will be called Wonderful,
Counselor, Mighty God . . . Of the
increase of His government and peace
there will be no end’ (Isaiah 9:6-7,
emphasis added throughout). Among
others in Scripture, this particular passage wonderfully brings together both

the first and second comings of Jesus
Christ.

How Christ will return

Following Christ’s death and resurrection and after He had returned to His
Father in Heaven, the angels told the
disciples: ‘Men of Galilee, why do you
stand gazing up into heaven? This
same Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into
heaven’ (Acts 1:11). The disciples had
heard this before from Jesus Himself.
As recorded in John 14:3, He had told
them ‘I will come again.’ In Mark
13:24-27 He told His disciples that
people would ‘see the Son of Man
[meaning Himself] coming in the
clouds with great power and glory.’
Luke’s gospel associates this same
event with redemption: ‘Then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud
with power and great glory. Now when
these things begin to happen, look up
and lift up your heads, because your
redemption draws near’ (Luke 21:2528.)
In leading towards the salvation of
humanity, Revelation 11:15 records the
formal announcement of Christ’s accession: ‘The kingdoms of this world have
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become the kingdoms of our Lord
the earth. That preparation is a daily
bration, for enjoying choice food and
part of the lives of those who continudrink, sharing with others, celebrating
and of His Christ, and He shall reign
ously look to God for support, guidwith great joy, and for understanding
forever and ever!’ Revelation 19
ance and leadership in their lives,
all that was happening. Perhaps only
describes the scene: ‘Now I saw
eagerly
anticipating
their
eternal
salvaGod Himself really knows how symheaven opened, and behold, a white
tion. For others, that enormous chalbolic those celebrations were of that
horse. And He who sat on him was
lenge will begin in earnest on the speday when His Son Jesus Christ returns
called Faithful and True, and in rightcific day of the return of Jesus Christ
to this earth at the very start of the
eousness He judges and makes war.
to
this
Earth.
Kingdom of God ruling on this now
His eyes were like a flame of fire, and
Positioned towards the end of
deeply troubled planet.
on His head were many crowns. He
the Old Testament, the prophecy of
In our mind’s eye, let’s project ourhad a name written that no one knew
Zechariah
records
the
events
of
‘that
selves
forward to that day of Christ’s
except Himself.
day.’
It
begins
badly
(Zechariah
14:
return
to
the earth and imagine how we
“He was clothed with a robe
1-2). Then Christ intervenes: ‘The
might feel: the tears, the grief, the loss,
dipped in blood, and His name is
LORD will go forth and fight against
the mourning associated with mankind’s
called The Word of God. And the
individual and collective disasters
those
nations,
as
He
fights
in
the
day
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen,
will all begin to melt away. There
of
battle.
And
in
that
day
His
feet
will
white and clean, followed Him on
will be relief and celebration as we
stand on the Mount of Olives, which
white horses. Now out of His mouth
begin to understand the significance
faces Jerusalem on the east . . . Thus
goes a sharp sword, that with it He
of it all, that mankind is not alone in
the
L
ORD
my
God
will
come,
and
all
should strike the nations. And He
the universe, that mankind’s Creator,
the
saints
with
[Him]’
(verses
3-5).
Himself will rule them with a rod of
Zechariah 14:9 records with simple Sustainer and Provider will ‘tabernairon. He Himself treads the winepress
cle’ or dwell among His creation for
words the awesome grandeur of the
of the fierceness and wrath of
their individual and collective good.
beginning
of
a
new
epoch
in
mankind’s
Almighty God. And He has on His
robe and on His thigh a name
Feast of Trumpets
written: KING OF KINGS
signals Christ’s
AND LORD OF LORDS’
‘And the Lord shall be King over
return
(verses 11-16.)
all the earth’ (Zechariah 14:9).
In His Olivet prophecy,
Perhaps the scene pictured
Christ promised that just
in Revelation is troubling, even
before He returns to the earth, ‘He will
history: ‘And the LORD shall be King
gruesome, to contemplate. Why will
send His angels with a great sound
Christ’s return to this earth be associated over all the earth. In that day it shall
of a trumpet, and they will gather
be
“The
L
ORD
is
one,”
And
His
name
with war, blood and death? Throughout
together His elect from the four winds,
one.’
recorded history, mankind’s relationfrom one end of heaven to the other’
ship with its Creator has been a very
Trumpets proclaim
(Matthew 24:31). This gathering of
troubled one, ranging from Adam and
the
new
King
the saints, either by a resurrection from
Eve’s disobedience in taking the fruit
The
British
state
has
a
long
history
the dead or by a change from mortal
of the tree of the knowledge of good
physical life to immortal spirit life,
and evil, to today’s wholesale rejection of coronations. Trumpets are commonly
used
to
announce
the
accession
is confirmed by the apostle Paul
of God and His values by large swathes
of
a
new
king
or
queen.
Biblically,
one
in 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 and
of the political, social, cultural and
of
the
annual
festivals
God
gave
to
the
1 Thessalonians 4:14-18. Both scripscientific opinion-forming classes.
children of Israel was called the Feast
tures also mention the great trumpet
To some God is dead; to others He is
of
Trumpets,
‘a
memorial
of
blowing
call. Having risen to meet Christ in the
autocratic; by most He and His ways
of
trumpets
(Leviticus
23:23-25).
clouds, the saints will accompany Him
are ignored, marginalised and even
When
the
people
of
Israel
re-discovto the Mount of Olives. From there
made fun of.
ered the annual festivals during a time
He will progress to Jerusalem to comReady to meet God
of restoration, they once again kept the mence His reign.
Feast of Trumpets (see Nehemiah 8:2,
And yet there will come a day
The people of Israel celebrated
9-11).
when the words of the Lord God
their festivals with choice food and
For them it was not a time for
Himself recorded in Amos 4:12 –
drink (Nehemiah 8:10-12), which can
mourning or weeping, grieving or
‘Prepare to meet your God’ – will
also be a metaphor for a marriage
(Continued on page 7)
being agitated. It was a time of celebecome a reality for all the people of
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Hope For the Future?

Many of our readers are very concerned about where our nation might be headed.
They even wonder whether there is any real hope for the future. Does the Bible
help us understand how God will deliver mankind?

• N T of London writes: ‘This nation earth’ (Luke 21:34-35, emphasis added he that is higher than the highest
is a Christian nation, but it has lost its
regards’ (Ecclesiastes 5:8, KJV). God is
throughout). Could any statement be
Christian values and heritage. The
allowing increasingly difficult condiplainer?
Body of Christ as a whole appears to
tions to prevail until His time for direct
In terms of human character, what
have failed in its responsibility. What
intervention in our affairs arrives. ‘It is
conditions would define our modern
is the way forward now? Is there still
not for you to know times or seasons
age? Let the apostle Paul answer: ‘But
hope?’
know this, that in the last days perilous which the Father has put in His own
• S S of Harlech wrote: ‘The UK
authority’ (Acts 1:7).
times shall come’ (2 Timothy 3:1).
government and its leaders are encour- Then Paul lists a whole host of violaPaul sums up our present plight and
aging and promoting sodomy and other tions of God’s spiritual law, the Ten
promises divine deliverance. ‘For the
vices which we are taught to
creation was subjected to futilbe against biblical truths. Why
ity [vanity, KJV], not willingly,
is this coming about? What
The Bible likens the onset of God’s but because of Him who subdoes God say about these terrijected it in hope; because the
Kingdom coming to earth to a birth. creation itself also will be
ble happenings?’
• C B of Norwich stated: ‘In
delivered from the bondage of
this day and age we see the ‘god of this Commandments, both in the letter and
corruption into the glorious liberty of
world’ at work in the hearts of men and the spirit (verses 2-7). People will be
the children of God. For we know that
women with their selfish acts and wan- lovers of money, proud, disobedient to
the whole creation groans and labours
ton exhibitions of greed. Our leaders
parents, traitors and lovers of pleasure, with birth pangs until now’ (Romans
8:20-22).
would rather pander to the machinato name just a few characteristics
The Bible likens the onset of God’s
tions of the secular without regard for
afflicting our peoples. Many would
God and His laws. No wonder as a
carelessly cast aside traditional biblical Kingdom coming to earth to a birth. The
nation we languish.’
standards.
Old Testament uses similar metaphors.
However, our increasingly chaotic
The Hebrew prophet Isaiah asked:
A heedless nation and world age does not deprive humanity of hope ‘Shall the earth be made to give birth in
Jesus Christ warned us that endone day? Or shall a nation be born at
for the future. Although today’s newstime conditions in the world as a whole paper headlines are replete with all
once?’ (Isaiah 66:8). We are presently
would be reminiscent of the time of
types of bad news – ranging from natu- in a transition period between this age
Noah just before the Genesis flood,
of man and the divine rule of the world
ral disasters and environmental catasand Sodom just prior to its untimely
to come – waiting patiently for God to
trophes to chronic alcohol and subdestruction (Luke 17:26-30). Genesis
send Jesus Christ back to this earth.
stance abuse – a true understanding
6:1-8 speaks plainly of the antediluvian of God’s plan for humankind gives us
Christ’s gospel gives us hope for the
age, which was accompanied by evil
entire world in the future.
concrete hope for tomorrow.
and violence on a massive scale.
However, there is no denying that
Most people today would be just as Hope and deliverance
both national and world conditions will
ignorant or heedless of the signs of the
Everything we see all about us
continue to get worse during this age,
times. Christ Himself clearly stated:
God also witnesses from His heavenly
impelled by the evil and the unscrupu‘But take heed to yourselves, lest your
throne. He sees things a lot clearer than lous (2 Timothy 3:13). Yet a utopian
hearts be weighed down with carouswe humans do, even collectively. King time is coming when God will draw
ing, drunkenness and cares of this life,
Solomon observed: ‘If you see the
this evil age to a close. In the meantime
and that Day come on you unexpectoppression of the poor, and violent per- God is calling out a special people to
edly. For it will come as a snare on
verting of judgement and justice in a
Himself, preparing them to assist Christ
all those who dwell on the face of the
province, marvel not at the matter: for
in straightening out all the knotty probJuly/August 2013
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lems now afflicting this poor planet
(Revelation 5:10; 20:1-4). He calls
these called-out ones the firstfruits
(Romans 8:23; James 1:18).

Called to be different

praises of Him who called you out of
darkness into His marvellous light:
who once were not a people but are
now the people of God, who had not
obtained mercy but now have obtained
mercy’ (1 Peter 2:9-10). The Church
actively exercises its multi-faceted role
by publishing Christ’s gospel of hope
for the future – setting a good example
and conducting a proactive ministry of
reconciliation – facilitating God’s calling of others to salvation during this
age of man.

houses and brothers and sisters and
mothers and children and lands, with
persecutions [trials], and in the age to
come, eternal life’ (verses 29-30).
In the practical terms of today’s
world, how do Christ’s words translate
and apply to you personally? The disciples were all young men at the time
of their calling to God’s service. Young
men and women and middle-aged can
often help more in material terms. Those
of limited means can pray diligently
for the work God is doing through His
Church. It is up to each individual to
discern and determine how to most
effectively assist.

The late British theologian John
Stott wrote with considerable insight:
‘The essential theme of the whole
Bible from beginning to end is that
God’s historical purpose is to call out
a people for Himself; that this people,
is a “holy” people, set apart from the
world to belong to Him and to obey
Him, and that its vocation is to be true What should you do?
Courageously accept God’s calling
of its identity, that is to be “holy” or
and become a part of His crusade for
“different” in all of its outlook and
Needed: a spiritual
behaviour’ (Christian Counter-Culture, sanity to bring the gospel of the kingdom
to
a
nation
and
a
world
going
1978, p. 17).
transformation
badly awry. The final reward will
In principle such people would be
More importantly, heeding God’s
prove awesome when Jesus Christ
so different that they would ‘sigh and
calling involves responding to the
returns to this earth. ‘These will make
cry’ over all the blatant evils done in
apostle Peter’s instruction to be conwar with the Lamb [Christ], and the
their own nation and the world as a
verted through repentance, baptism
Lamb will overcome them, for He is
whole (Ezekiel 9:4). They are the
and the receiving of the Holy Spirit
advance emissaries of an
(Acts 2:37-39; 3:19). A spirialtogether different world
‘The LORD is good to those who wait for tual transformation must
order to come. ‘Therefore, if
place even while we
Him . . . It is good that one should hope take
anyone is in Christ [truly
help get the gospel out to
and quietly wait for the salvation of the our nation and the world.
converted], he is a new
creature; old things have
LORD’ (Lamentations 3:25-26).
In conclusion, God has
passed away; behold, all
promised to watch over and
things have become new’
care for His people during this general
Lord of lords and King of kings, and
(2 Corinthians 5:17). ‘But as He who
time of worldwide turmoil. Further,
those who are with Him are called,
called you is holy, you also be holy in
Christ encourages us to be alert and
chosen and faithful’ (Revelation
all your conduct, because it is written
aware of the primary importance of
17:14). ‘Behold, the Lord God shall
[in the Old Testament], “Be holy, for I
come with a strong hand, and His arm our own spiritual state, even while
am holy”’ (1 Peter 1:15-16).
shall rule for Him; Behold, His reward praying that we may escape the worst
The firstfruits of God are ‘ambasof things to come (see Luke 21:36;
is with Him, and His work before
sadors for Christ,’ helping as a Church Him’ (Isaiah 40:10).
Isaiah 26:20; Zephaniah 2:3).
to conduct a ‘ministry of reconciliaIndeed, there is hope for the future!
‘Behold, I am coming quickly, and
tion’ to the world (2 Corinthians 5:19Jesus Christ will return to this earth as
My reward is with Me, to give to
20). Those already reconciled to God
He promised (Mark 13:26-27).
every one according to his work’
through the sacrifice of Christ go on to (Revelation 22:12).
John Ross Schroeder
help bring God’s word to a sinful age.
Peter was concerned about what
This constitutes another way of
reward the disciples might receive
Recommended Reading
expressing Christ’s commission to His from Christ. ‘See we have left all and
Important points that we could
disciples to preach and publish His
followed You’ (Mark 10:28). Our
only briefly cover in this article are
way of life to the entire world
Saviour gave him a very broad-based
expanded upon in our free booklets
(Matthew 28:18-20).
answer. ‘Assuredly I say to you, there
The Road to Eternal Life, You Can
Describing the Church, God’s new is no one who has left house or brothUnderstand Bible Prophecy and Are
society, the apostle Peter wrote: ‘But
ers or sisters or father or mother or
We Living at the Time of the End?
you are a chosen generation, a royal
wife or children or lands, for My sake
Please feel free to download or
priesthood, a holy nation, His own spe- and the gospel’s, who shall not receive
request them in print.
cial people, that you may proclaim the a hundred fold now in this time –
4
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Sun-Worship Growing in
United Kingdom
The decline of Christianity in Britain is being matched by the growth of
paganism, with increasing numbers of people describing themselves as
Druids, Neo-Druids, Wiccans or pagans. What does the Bible say about this?

The church and
pagan worship

The Druids were a caste of priests
among the Celts of ancient Britain,
France and Ireland. They were no part
of true Christianity.
In today’s time of religious confusion, many people look to the Christian
Church to provide them with direction
in their worship of God. In light of this,
Ruth Gledhill, Religion Correspondent
for The Times newspaper, wrote an article entitled ‘Church of England sings
the praises of “pagan-style” worship.’
Her reports says, ‘Church of England
clergy are taking advantage of yesterday’s summer solstice to recruit new
July/August 2013

Christians to “pagan” churches.’ The
vital for mankind’s existence, but we
article goes on to quote Steve
must give all honour and glory for its
Hollinghurst, who trains evangelists for existence to the Almighty God (Genesis
the Church Army, as saying that the
1:16).
aim was to explore the idea of ‘pagan
Syncretism unacceptable
churches with Christ at the centre.’
to God
Yet the Bible plainly says, ‘God
In Deuteronomy 12:28-32, God
turned away from them and gave them
admonished
Israel not to try to mingle
over to the worship of the sun, moon
pagan practices with His worship. This
and stars’ (NIV). God’s word clearly
condemns sun worship in Ezekiel 8:15- is called syncretism in modern parlance. It is totally contrary to what our
16: ‘Then He [the LORD God] said to
Creator wants and He will not accept it.
me, “Have you seen this, O son of
This instruction is restated by the
man? Turn again, you will see greater
apostle Paul: ‘Do not be yoked together
abominations than these.” So He
brought me into the inner
court of the LORD’s house;
and there, at the door of
the temple of the LORD,
between the porch and the
altar, were about twentyfive men with their backs
toward the temple of the
LORD and their faces
toward the east, and they
were worshiping the sun
toward the east.’
Sun worship has been
Believed to be 3,000 years old, Stonehenge is a
practised across cultures
UNESCO world heritage site.
around the world for thouwith unbelievers. For what do rightsands of years. But the Bible clearly
eousness and wickedness have in comshows us that such worship breaks the
mon? Or what fellowship can light
first and second commandments: ‘You
have with darkness? What harmony is
shall have no other gods before Me’
and ‘You shall not make for yourself an there between Christ and Belial [literally ‘worthlessness’ – a reference to
image in the form of anything in
Satan the devil]? Or what does a
heaven above or on the earth beneath
believer have in common with an
or in the waters below’ (Exodus 20:4,
unbeliever? What agreement is there
NIV).
between the temple of God and idols?
God decreed that the sun would be

Shutterstock

N

ews reports tell us that some
2,000 people, including
Druids, Pagans and partygoers
had arrived at Stonehenge, in Wiltshire
at sundown on Thursday 20 June 2013,
where they held an overnight vigil to
greet the longest day of the year.
‘Those gathered performed chants and
music during the celebrations, with
some also taking part in handfasting
ceremonies where they promise to love
each other for a year and a day, or for
how long love will last,’ wrote Helen
Lawson (Daily Mail, 21 June, emphasis added throughout).
The sunrise was also observed by
about 500 people at Avebury Henge,
also in Wiltshire, who celebrated with
music and dancing through the night. A
few people also watched the rising sun
from the stone circles at Castlerigg in
the Lake District.
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For we are the temple of the living
God. As God has said: “I will live with
them and walk among them, and I will
be their God, and they will be my people.” Therefore, “Come out from them
and be separate, says the Lord. Touch
no unclean thing, and I will receive
you”’ (2 Corinthians 6:14-17).
Again, this blending of contradictory religious beliefs and ideas is
called ‘syncretism.’ Invariably the

highest aspirations of true Christianity,
as demonstrated in the life of Jesus
Christ, are downgraded in favour of
the baser practices of false religions.
This is demonstrated by the quote
above on ‘handfasting’ for a brief
period of time, and by the current epidemic of divorce, cohabitation and
blended families, while Almighty God
requires lifelong loyalty of husband
and wife in marriage (Mark 10:5-9). It

is also demonstrated by the number of
sun festivals adopted by professing
Christians.
For more information on how
pagan festivals have been allowed
to infiltrate many modern-day
churches, please download or
request our booklet Holidays or
Holy Days – Does It Matter Which
Days We Observe?

The British Aversion
to Horsemeat

Barry Lavers

Horses, and in particular white horses, have had a particular place in religious
and royal traditions. Could this partially explain why the British don’t generally
eat horses? And is there an even more important principle involved in
avoiding certain species of animal flesh.

H

Eating horsemeat banned

Jordan Claridge, writing in the
June 2013 edition of History Today,
states that in ancient Anglo Saxon
6

fited from the cheap purchase of
horses no longer fit for heavy tasks but
still capable of pulling light carts.

Carved white horse on
Pewsey Downs, Wiltshire.

Shutterstock

aving learned to ride horses as
a pre-teen, the prospect of eating horsemeat fills me with as
much horror as eating a pet cat or dog.
Maybe today when the country has
become much more urbanised this is
less true, but as a child I knew of
many – especially girls but some boys
– who loved horses and of no one who
would consider eating them. We heard
terrible tales of people residing in a
nation who not only ate horses, but
also frogs and snails.
Much-loved horses, such as those
belonging to breweries, or the local
‘rag and bone man,’ were traditionally
‘put out to graze’ at the end of their
lives. Today there are several sanctuaries for horses and donkeys too old
even for light work or riding.
There seems to be something deep
in the British psyche that deters them
from eating horsemeat.

England horses were a high-status animal,’ making them ‘candidates for ritual slaughter’ by local chieftains.
Also according to Claridge, in the
eighth century Pope Gregory III
became concerned about horsemeat
being eaten during non-Christian rituals and ‘issued a papal decree to St
Boniface, explicitly forbidding the
consumption of horsemeat.’ He added
that it was ‘a filthy and abominable
custom.’
From Norman times, horses seem
to fall into two categories: the elite (for
racing, hunting, riding and ceremonial
use), and the common (dray and
plough animals, used for everyday
work). Often medieval peasants bene-

Horses and sun deities in
pagan legends

Several North European legends
contain references to the nobility of
horses and particularly white horses.
Best known is probably the Norse
god, Odin, who, when he was not driving his reindeer-drawn sleigh across
the snowy northern skies, was supposed to ride an eight-legged horse
called Sleipnir. As Father of Yule
(Julvater), he is almost certainly the
origin of the modern-day Father
Christmas.
Further back in time there was a
plethora of sun gods and goddesses, a
large number of whom possessed
horse-drawn chariots, believed by
ancient peoples to be the means by
which athe sun moved across the sky.
Helios was the Greek deity, but there
were female counterparts too, including aspects of Isis (Hathor) in Egypt
and Ishtar in Babylon, who was wor-
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shipped as the ‘queen of heaven.’
Apparently the horse was seen as an
emblem of the sun.
White horse monuments adorn a
number of hillside in England, perhaps
originally inspired by the Celtic goddess Rhiannon, who was associated
with such animals. Probably the most
ancient and famous is the carving at
Uffington, Oxfordshire, which is
believed to date from the Bronze Age.
However, there are also eight in
Wiltshire, including one at Roundway
which was carved in 1999 to celebrate
the millennium, and seven identified
elsewhere.

The church and pagan rites

Pope Gregory III had genuine concerns about horsemeat. Yet biblically
unclean pigs were also used in pagan

Horses in the Bible

Scripture refers to horses as
royal creatures, owned by kings.
In fact in Deuteronomy 17:15-16
God forbade Israel’s kings to
‘multiply horses’ to themselves,
which usually meant going to
Egypt or Assyria – centres of
pagan worship – to acquire
them. Not only did Israel’s kings
ignore this command, even
some of their horses and chariots were dedicated to sun worship (2 Kings 23:11).
It is interesting that Christ, at
his first coming, rode on a donkey, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having
salvation, lowly and riding on a
donkey, a colt, the foal of a donkey’ (Zechariah 9:9). By contrast, at His return, He will ride a
white horse (Revelation 19:11),
symbolic of a Great King taking
over the rulership of the earth.
When He rules there will be
no more horses dedicated to
false religion. Even the bells on
the horses’ bridles will be dedicated to God (Zechariah 14:20).
July/August 2013

celebrations, especially those associated with the Viking Yule festival. The
boar’s head was a traditional delicacy
for the winter solstice celebrations (the
major festival for sun-worshippers).
Gregory’s predecessors had
replaced the biblical festivals of God
with Christmas, an adaptation of the
great winter solstice festival; and
Easter, which was derived from Ishtar
herself, and, on their own declared
authority, changed God’s Sabbath day
to the ‘venerable day of the sun.’ Could
this be the real reason some members
of that professing Christian church venerated horses, believing them to be the
emblem of the sun?
But why was Gregory’s ruling
taken on board by the British, but not
by the French, who are for the most
part Catholic? John Claridge, on the
institutionalised eating of horses in
France, remarks: ‘This is the result of
the relatively recent efforts of the 19thcentury intelligentsia to popularise the
meat of horses as a cheap source of protein for the poor.’ Predominantly
Protestant Britain continues to follow
Pope Gregory’s ruling.
Or is there some other reason, long
lost in the past?

What the true God states

God created different types of animals, sea creatures and bird life for
varied purposes. For instance, the horse
family is basically for riding and transporting people and goods. Other forms
of life are for the purpose of cleansing
the earth and the sea, and still others
for us to eat.
What is not lost to the fog of distant
times is the clear direction God gave in
Scripture regarding what meat is fit to
eat. Under those regulations, both
swine and equines are ‘unclean’, since
neither have ruminant stomachs and
the horse does not have cloven hooves
(Leviticus 11:3-6).
Unclean animals were recognised
long before Moses codified these rules,
for example in the time of Noah

(Genesis 7:2, 8). Unclean animals and
birds are also mentioned as still being
unclean just before the return of Jesus
Christ (Isaiah 66:16-18; Revelation 18:2).
Aside from the specifics, the basic
principle to be drawn from God’s
teaching about meats is that we should
all watch what we eat in general.
Continually consuming fast foods and
eating too much can be as contrary to
our best interests and general health as
eating unclean meats.
To learn much more of what the
Scriptures say about which foods are fit
for human consumption, please download or request in print our free booklet
What Does the Bible Teach About
Clean and Unclean Meats?

Barbara Fenney

Born To Be a King
(Continued from page 2)

celebration. Revelation 19:7 describes a
wedding: ‘Let us be glad and rejoice
and give Him glory, for the marriage of
the Lamb has come, and His wife has
made herself ready. And to her it was
granted to be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and bright, for the fine linen is
the righteous acts of the saints. Then he
said to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are those
who are called to the marriage supper
of the Lamb!’’” This is salvation,
beginning with the ‘saints’ or firstfruits,
those who are Christ’s at His coming.
Jesus Christ, with the resurrected
saints, will begin to more actively work
with others from that day of His return
to this Earth.
Unlike human monarchs, who need
successors, the eternally ruling Christ
will reign ‘until’ all enemies are
defeated. The last of these is death, and
its complete destruction will lead to a
new phase in the Kingdom of God. To
study further into this topic, please
download or request our free booklets,
God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of
Hope for All Mankind and The Gospel
of the Kingdom.

David Fenney
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Letters

from our readers

‘The 2000-Year-Old Church
Jesus Built’

The article in the British & European Supplement (May/June 2013 on
‘The 2,000 Year-Old Church Jesus
Built’ was fantastic. It helped me and it
also helps me to explain it to my children.

Mr D S, Brentford

• You may also wish to request our
free booklet The Church Jesus Built.

‘The Seventh-Day Sabbath:
Part of Welsh History’

I thought that the articles in The
Good News and the British & European Supplement were very good. I
didn’t realise that Sabbath-keeping
was so prevalent in Wales.

P P, Port Erin, Isle of Man

The Good News

I had a look through The Good
News and I love what I see. I struggle
to understand Christianity and the
Bible. I have never been taught how
to understand them. I was told that I
am a Christian and had many expectations laid upon me. To read the magazine is helpful and I really enjoy it. I
only wish I’d come across it sooner.

K H, Norwich

Please continue to send me the
magazine. I share the same beliefs and
find them really helpful and interesting
as well as instructive. Many thanks for
your help and dedication.

A H, Middlesbrough

Thank you for the past year’s supply of The Good News. It contains
deep Bible teaching. It was wonderful
to see the prophecies come to pass
through the ages. Please find my contribution enclosed.
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Mrs P T, Royston

I am so grateful to God for your
good work. You challenge me to push
myself towards serving God. Thank
you for the uplifting and resourceful
information that you send me.

G M, Reading

I look forward to receiving The
Good News magazine. Thank you for
all your good work. Please find
enclosed a cheque. Just a small thank
you.

E H-R, Nuneaton

Readers appreciate booklets

Thank you for your booklets. They
are refreshing way stations and an
oasis on the dry desert on which we
are now living. Many things which I
am reading I can confirm that I not
only believe, but know that they are
right. We are witnesses to God’s words
in the Bible. Thank you for sending
me even more booklets.

J D. Liverpool

I certainly wish to continue receiving your booklets and The Good News
magazine. I read them avidly and can’t
wait for them to arrive. I don’t agree
with all you say, but do with 95 per
cent. I try to pray every day. I ask God
through Jesus Christ our Lord for
guidance and help. I look forward to
your booklets. So please don’t stop
sending them.

Anxiety, worry
and depression

F H, Hull

The Good News has been a great
source of comfort to me over the past
few years and has helped me to stay
strong. If it is possible, I would be
most grateful if you have any literature

that would help me cope with worry
and depression, with which I have
been struggling.

Reader from Doncaster

I urgently need prayers for my wife
and myself. We are suffering from
stress and anxiety. Currently the
enemy [Satan] is causing such
heartache.

Reader from Clacton-on-Sea

• We have posted our two reprint
articles, ‘Depression: Ways to Win the
Battle’ and ‘The Bible’s Keys to Mental
Health.’ We also recommend our free
booklets Making Life Work and Is
There Really a Devil? Not least, we
are praying as well.

Bible Study Course

What a wonderful and powerful
aspect of studying the principles of
God’s word through Lesson nine,
which explains the help of the Holy
Spirit. It is a privilege through God’s
grace to have access to the in-dwelling
of this Spirit which gives us power of
enablement to both understand and
apply the principles of God’s word.

I A, Cavan, Ireland

Although I’m not sure if I will
become a Christian, I have to admit
that your Bible Study Course is very
interesting and helpful in my studies.
Please accept a small donation.

G B, Honiton
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