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It is over three years since the current recession began, and it shows
little sign of resolution. Global in its implications, its origin can be traced
to any number of financial pressure points. How can we cope?

W

hen the euro-zone was first
contemplated, there were
those who predicted it would
have problems of the kind we are witnessing today in Greece. However,
these objections were set aside at the
time. Now the question being asked is
whether Greece should leave the eurozone. A few others even suggest it
should be Germany that goes. Either
solution could spell uncertainty and
serious instability within Europe.
Another pressure point stems from
the sub-prime mortgage debacle originating in the American banking system.
In this case, the risky speculative
policy of purchasing debt packages
in the hope of making a profit from
them brought several banks to ruin
and left others in need of a bail-out.

cards. According to an article in The
Independent on 19 June, Britain has
become ‘the most indebted nation on
earth’, with the 50 million or so British
adults owing a total of £1.5 trillion. The
Consumer Credit Counselling Service
(CCCS), the country’s biggest debt
charity, receives of the order of 416,000
calls a year from those juggling debt
and fending off creditors.
In recent years, British governments
have not helped the overspending and
indebtedness. For instance, the requirement for everyone to switch to digital
TVs meant the purchase of much more

expensive equipment. Digital sets also
have a higher power usage, increasing
home energy needs at a time when electricity suppliers are raising their prices
to cover investment in renewable energy
sources. In addition, those who go to
university often leave with their degree
and a millstone of debt which they will
have to carry for many years.

High streets up and down the country
are struggling in the current recession

Barbara Fenney, Treasurer of
United Church of God – British Isles

Personal debt:
a growing crisis

Personal debt is a third area of
concern. An expectation of a higher
standard of living which is not justified by increased production or
income has led to greater expenditure, mostly using unwise borrowing of some sort, including credit

A Christian’s
financial responsibilities

For the Christian there is a requirement to provide for one’s household
(1 Timothy 5:8). However people are
often deeply in debt long before
God calls them. King Solomon,
who was exceedingly wealthy,
wrote, ‘The borrower is servant to
the lender’ (Proverbs 22:7).
Over time, Christians in debt
need to find a way out, learn to
budget and live within their means.
Then there is the matter of honouring God (Proverbs 3:9), with hopefully something spare to assist
those in need. For help in all these
areas, please request our free booklet Managing Your Finances.
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How to Manage Your Finances

oney makes the world go round, or so it seems.
Vast sums change hands every day in a global
economy that affects virtually every man, woman
and child on the planet. As the world’s economy runs its typical cycles of booming prosperity followed by painful recession, millions of people struggle to survive economically. In
a typical economic downturn many lose their jobs, and consumer credit reaches gigantic proportions. Whether caused
by the economy or mistakes in managing their money,
many find themselves mired in debt and worried about the
future. Anxiety about money matters takes an enormous toll
on mental and physical health and general well-being.
Regardless of the state of the economy, are there things
you can do about money problems? Is there a place you
can turn for simple, practical guidelines to help manage
your personal finances? Many sources offer various principles and theories about money management. Books and
videos assure people they can be financially successful;
others tell us we can become millionaires practically
overnight.
But do you realise that sound principles are to be found
in a resource you probably already own? The Bible offers
proven financial advice and economic guidelines. The book

of Proverbs alone reveals much
about how to manage your personal
finances. When we apply the principles we can find in Proverbs, they
usually add up to economic success, financial stability and peace
of mind.
Jesus Christ talked about freedom from want: ‘I have come that
they may have life, and that they
may have it more abundantly’
(John:10:10). The abundant life
includes financial peace of mind as well as many obvious
spiritual benefits. Throughout the Bible we can find specific
financial principles and advice that work for our
benefit.
Our booklet about Managing Your Finances reviews
many timeless economic principles from a biblical perspective. It shows us how to manage our financial affairs from a
godly point of view. Request your free copy to begin an
important Bible-based study! You have nothing to lose and
much to gain!

Why the Bible Is So Important

Jesus Christ clearly stated that ‘man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds out of the mouth of God’ (Matthew 4:4). But many today ignore the very words
which give us the answers to life’s crucial questions. Yet they are only found in one place,
the Holy Bible. God’s Word boldly addresses such questions as: Why are we here? Where
is the world headed? What does the future hold? Our 12-lesson Bible Study Course will
make the Scriptures come alive as it takes you through the biblical answers to these and
many other questions.
God’s Word reveals the true values by which we must live if we are to resolve our massive relationship problems and effectively address other seemingly insoluble dilemmas that
threaten to overwhelm humankind today.
But beyond that basic knowledge we all require for survival, each person needs spiritual
understanding and insight into the very special knowledge revealed only by the Creator
Himself – spiritual information about salvation that will lead to eternal life in the Kingdom
of God.
Knowledge based on something other than God’s Word will ultimately fail. In today’s
world, there is such incredible ignorance about what the Bible actually says. As a result, even
many modern Christians find themselves unable to effectively cope with their day-by-day
financial and marriage and family problems that also afflict much of our modern society.
Learn more about the Bible and God’s great plan of redemption, ask for our free Bible
Study Course. Please write to The Good News, Box 705, WATFORD WD19 6FZ, or email
info@ucg.org.uk.
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Patience: It’s More Than a Game!

T

Christians should acquire and practise many attributes that reflect
the characteristics of Jesus Christ. But perhaps patience is the
hardest to learn in this fast-paced, ever-changing society.

he traditional card game Patience • I would rather get a job now than go are not, to bring to nothing the things
has in recent years morphed into
through four years of college. That way that are’ (1 Corinthians 1:27-28).
Paul was acutely aware of the battle
Solitaire, a computer game.
I can make more money in my lifetime.
Dictionaries give several synonyms for
going
on inside him to try to follow
• Every time I have a setback or a
patience: long-suffering, resignation,
God’s law, and recognised his desperate
relapse, I get mad at myself.
forbearance, fortitude, endurance, etc.
need for Christ’s help in order to over• I cannot stand things being out of
These nouns denote the capacity to
come his shortcomings (Romans 7:15endure hardship, difficulty or inconven- order. Disarray makes me nervous and
25, Galatians 5:17). He knew he could
ience without complaint. Under the syn- upset.
not do it all on his own without God’s
• I will never be able to accomplish
onym ‘long-suffering’, patience is
help.
my goal of growth and change, so there
described as one of the fruits of the
Patience is also the ability to display
is no use in even getting started.
spirit (Galatians 5:22-23). Patience
tolerance, compassion, understanding
emphasises calmness, self-control, and
Impatience produces many negative and acceptance toward those whom you
the willingness or ability to tolerate
feelings, such as irritation, agitation,
may perceive as being slower than you
delay. Irish orator, philosopher and
frustration, nervousness and ill temper.
are in developing maturity, emotional
politician, Edmund Burke, stated, ‘Our
It can also lead to tension, stress or anxifreedom, and coping abilities.
patience will achieve more
Again quoting the apostle Paul,
than our force.’
‘Let
patience
have
its
perfect
work,
‘Let nothing be done through
It is instructive to look at
that
you
may
be
perfect
and
complete,
selfish ambition or conceit, but
some of the beliefs of those
in lowliness of mind let each
lacking
nothing’
(James
1:4).
who lack patience:
esteem others better than him• I should be able to do this
self.
Let
each
of you look out not only
ety. In the end, it can lead to burnout
faster and better than this.
for his own interests, but also for the
• They should understand me the first and disillusionment.
interests of others. Let this mind be in
time and not need me to repeat myself.
Aspects of patience
you which was also in Christ Jesus’
• Why should it take so long and take
From a biblical perspective, patience (Philippians 2:3-5, emphasis added
so much effort to change and grow?
is the ability to accept your human
throughout).
• I have so much to accomplish I will frailty in the pursuit of personal, physiChrist additionally mentioned the
never be able to do it all.
cal, emotional, and spiritual growth.
requirement to be concerned about the
Accepting the set backs and reversals
• There is a right way and a wrong
needs of others. In the context of a disinevitable in your quest for personal
way to do things. Why is it that everypute between certain disciples who
growth without allowing them to defeat
one I meet chooses the wrong way?
wanted particular positions of power, He
you can be a tough task. The apostle
• I want this done yesterday.
Paul declared to the brethren at Corinth: advised: ‘Yet it shall not be so among
• It makes no difference how far along ‘God has chosen the foolish things of
you; but whoever desires to become
I am if I have not accomplished my tar- the world to put to shame the wise, and
great among you, let him be your serget goals.
vant. And whoever desires to be first
God has chosen the weak things of the
• I can’t stand such things as diets,
among you, let him be your slave – just
world to put to shame the things which
counselling, physical therapy, allergy
as the Son of Man did not come to be
are mighty; and the base things of the
desensitisation, and orthodontics; they all world and the things which are despised served, but to serve, and to give His life
take too long before results are visible.
God has chosen, and the things which
a ransom for many’ (Mark 10:43-45).
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Permanence and
commitment

Another aspect of patience is the
ability to believe in the concepts of permanence and commitment. It takes
patience to learn to be calm and considerate as you handle the growth issues in
your committed relationships in marriage, family, career, community or
church. Patience is required to maintain
a relationship even when trouble arises
that may take some time to resolve. It
may not always be possible to fully settle some issues, but do not give up
unless or until every avenue to resolution has been patiently explored.
Paul wrote to the Galatian brethren:
‘Let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if
we do not lose heart’ (Galatians 6:10).
The writer of Hebrews advised:
‘Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold
fast our confession [profession, KJV].
For we have not an high priest which
cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain
mercy, and find grace to help in time of
need (Hebrews 4:14–16).

Patience requires us
to ‘hold fast’

Hebrews 10:23-24 exhorts us to
‘hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for He who promised
is faithful. And let us consider one
another in order to stir up love and
good works.’
Waiting for something patiently
requires us to let go of our need for
immediate gratification. It is interesting
to note that the Scriptures allow us to
wait with eagerness as well as patient
endurance. Twice Jesus Christ counselled that ‘he who endures to the end
will be saved’ (Matthew 10:22; 24:13).
Yet, somewhat paradoxically, the epistles
of Paul advise us to wait ‘eagerly’ for
4

the return of Christ (Philippians 3:20;
1 Thessalonians 1:10; Hebrews 9:28).
Patience allows us to realise that
overnight reformations are rarely long
lasting. Gradual change and growth
have a greater durability. This is illustrated in the account of Simon the
sorcerer in the book of Acts. Simon
believed the preaching of Philip and,

‘In your patience
possess you your souls’
(Jesus Christ, Luke 21:19)

along with others, was baptised.
However, when Peter and John came
from Jerusalem to lay hands on these
new converts and to pray that God
would grant them His Holy Spirit,
Simon’s true attitude became apparent
(Acts 8:5-24).

Dealing with
our shortcomings

We need to recognise that this can
be true in our own lives as well in others’. Most people’s lives comprise
troughs, peaks and plateaux. We can
and do slip up, but we should not be
discouraged. If we fall down, we should
dust ourselves off, get up, and with
Christ’s help move forward again
(see 1 John 1:7-9). One of Solomon’s
proverbs says that a righteous person
falls seven times, but he gets back up
each and every time (Proverbs 24:16).
Perhaps most importantly, patience
is the ability to wait for God’s promised
outcome without experiencing anxiety,
tension or frustration. In the Book of
Lamentations, Jeremiah states, ‘“The
LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“Therefore I hope in Him!” The LORD
is good to those who wait for Him, to
the soul who seeks Him. It is good that
one should hope and wait quietly for the
salvation of the LORD’ (Lamentations
3:24-26).

Adapted from a sermon by David Payne,
pastor of the Isle of Man
and Carlow, Ireland congregations

How To
Increase in
Patience

P

atience is an attribute that we
can all work on. Here are a
few suggestions which may

help:
• Develop a consistent philosophy
of life. Following God’s laws and
standards can provide structure.
• Accept the reality of your humanity, in that you are going to need
time, effort and energy to change
and grow. Our Heavenly Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ know how
much time each one of us needs.
• Reframe your perspective on the
past, present, and future. Do not
dwell on your past mistakes, sins
and failings but push forward
towards the goal.
• Break larger goals down into
smaller, more easily achievable
objectives.
• Accept, understand and forgive
yourself for being fragile, imperfect
and weak. Realise that you need
help, but never use this as excuse to
let down.
• Wake up to the realities of life
around you. Everyone is busy working through their own struggles,
weaknesses, setbacks, relapses,
crises and obstacles to their personal
growth and recovery. All are on the
path to personal growth. There is no
one exempt from this journey. It
takes a lifetime to complete.
• Confront any fears about attaining your goal. Remember, God did
not create the world in a day.
Beautiful symphonies, works of art,
and literary masterpieces were not
created in a day. A lifetime is not
lived in a day.
• Modify your spiritual perspective
to include God as a guide on this
journey. Be ready and willing to face
challenges as you strive for personal
and spiritual growth. [Adapted from
www.teensselfhelp.com/Patience.html]
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The Good Shepherd
of Biblical Prophecy

How the 23rd Psalm will help guide us throughout our Christian lives

future – in both the succeeding chapters
ecently I had one of those sleep- Matthew 24:21-22). But reading such
of our personal lives and the unfolding
prophecy without proper perspective
less nights, wide awake staring
tapestry of prophecy. As we centre on
from the whole of God’s Word could
into the darkness, with tons of
the Good Shepherd, we are immediately
thoughts pressing on me. My mind was keep us wide awake for multiple nights
reminded that He directs and enables us
on end. Again, focusing on the Chief
whirling on overdrive with all gears
‘to lie down in green pastures’ (verses 1
Shepherd is essential. The apostle Peter
greased with worry. I’m sure we’ve all
called Jesus Christ ‘the Chief Shepherd’ and 2).
shared that common pillow of despair.
Thus, our faith in Him is immedi(1 Peter 5:4).
Sometimes when people come to this
ately challenged by whether we will
Let’s be honest and recognise that
point of sleepless frustration, they comobey His direction. With the Shepherd’s
while peering into prophecy we can
mence with the well-known exercise of
help, we respond by faith-filled action to
become sidetracked with numerous
‘counting sheep,’ imagining one after
lie down where He sets us to feed and
items that seem to be sure-cure fixes to
another bounding over the pasture
grow spiritually.
fence. But there’s a better way to peace- calm our hearts. But God sees matters
Psalm 23 then mentions that
ful slumber.
He
leads
us ‘beside the still
Long ago I learned something
I stopped counting sheep and
waters’(verse 2). Drinking in of
in the still of the night. I stopped
focused on the Chief Shepherd!
the waters of God’s Spirit and
counting sheep and focused on the
God’s Word quenches our spiritual
Chief Shepherd! It was that simthirst and clears up our thinking (see
ple and yet that profound. I began to
differently. Some things just can’t be
John 7:37-39; Ephesians 5:26). Taking
simply repeat the 23rd Psalm with its
known and are reserved to God alone
in God’s mind written in Scripture gives
opening line that centred my thoughts:
(see Acts 1:7).
us continuing assurance, beyond per‘The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not
Moreover, Jesus Christ criticised
sonal anxiety or global trepidations.
those who focused exclusively on
want.’ What a difference! Everything
We become convinced that God’s pursmaller issues while ignoring ‘weightelse melted into insignificance.
pose, plan, promises and provisions are
ier’ or more important spiritual matters
Focusing on
true and right on schedule – His sched(Matthew 23:23; Luke 11:42).
the Chief Shepherd
ule, not ours!
Those who are always pursuing
Just like a restless night’s sleep, this
Like scattered sheep, the flock of
the unknowable will remain spiritually
wayward age of man with its 24-hour
God can become spiritually disoriented
exhausted. They have not settled for
news cycle of despair can disturb our
by fear of predators, tension with other
the true peace that comes by focusing
spiritual life’s rhythms if we don’t stay
sheep or hunger. God’s Word says: Trust
on the Chief Shepherd – the Good
focused on ‘the great Shepherd of the
where I place you and enjoy the still
Shepherd of biblical prophecy, Jesus
sheep’(Hebrews 13:20). Make no miswaters. It is only then that you can ‘be
Christ – but rather have settled for a
take about it. Where and on whom you
still, and know that I am God’ (Psalm
substitute gospel of biblical conjecture.
focus makes all the difference when it
46:10).
Christ in the midst
comes to meaningful outcomes.
Our proper prophetic focus needs to Restoration: now and always
And we might as well get a head
The next famous phrase in Psalm 23
centre where the Bible clearly focuses.
start before matters heat up even more.
Psalm 23 describes the Shepherd Who will describes how the Good Shepherd
Daniel and Jesus Christ, the ultimate
guide us throughout our Christian lives. ‘restores my soul; He leads me in the
foreteller of future events, both prophepaths of righteousness for His name’s
The 23rd Psalm is one of the bestsied a time of coming worldwide trouble that will be the worst ever – imperil- loved psalms in the Bible. It’s offered as sake’ (verse 3). Sheep are creatures of
a guide to our day-by-day walk into the habit, and if not properly led they will
ing all life on earth (Daniel 12:1;
July/August 2011
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of the Father rallies His elect, proclaiming: ‘Do not be afraid; I am the First and
the Last. I am He who lives, and was
dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore.
Amen. And I have the keys of Hades
and of Death’ (Revelation 1:17-18). The
Good Shepherd of prophecy has traversed both life and death and emerged
triumphant!
And yet, despite knowing this, the
knees of our heart can get a little wobbly along the way. Consider, please:
When His precious flock is on the
move down the path of history, it is
here that the Great Shepherd is at
His most intense and intimate best
in guiding the flock over challenging
terrain to the good pasture He has
already gone ahead to prepare.
It is here in ‘the valley of the shadow
of death’ that the cry
of the sheep down
The knees of our heart can get
through the ages can
a little wobbly along the way, despite be heard echoing
Christ proclaiming, ‘Do not be afraid.’ through the canyons
of time: ‘How long,
O Lord?’ (Revelation 6:10). It is here that the flock
before he was truly converted (Luke
must know that the Shepherd they fol22:32, KJV) should echo down to us
low never sleeps (Psalms 121:4). Christ
today.
is dedicated to preserving all who would
Psalm 23 bluntly describes periods
follow Him (John 10:27-29).
of our own walk with God as well as
the forward motion of the Church down ‘I am with you always’
through the ages: ‘Yea, though I walk
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, is
through the valley of the shadow of
guiding His flock through the winding
death, I will fear no evil; for You are
twists of history and prophecy to one
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
ultimate destination – the great culmicomfort me. You prepare a table before nation at ‘the end, when He delivers the
me in the presence of my enemies; You kingdom to God the Father, when He
anoint my head with oil; my cup runs
puts an end to all rule and all authority
over’ (verses 4-5).
and power’ (1 Corinthians 15:24).
This unique moment, as time itself
Coping with setbacks
passes away and melts into eternity, is
It is noteworthy that Jesus never
the sublime experience to which we
said that severe trials would not be visare being led forward. It will fulfill the
ited upon His followers. But as the
grand crescendo of the 23rd Psalm’s
psalm encourages, we need not fear
final words: ‘Surely goodness and
them. What Jesus did say is, ‘I will
mercy shall follow me all the days of
build My church, and the gates of
my life; and I will dwell in the house
Hades [the grave] shall not prevail
of the Lord forever’ (verse 6).
against it’ (Matthew 16:18).
We still have some paths to walk
The living Christ at the right hand
down and valleys to pass through in the
turn good ground into ruts and pastures
into deserts by overstaying their welcome. And they will pollute the ground
beneath them with their own waste. The
most important function of a shepherd
is to keep the flock on the move.
Sometimes as sheep we forget this.
We don’t like the new path, or we stare
at the other sheep and bolt, rather than
focusing on the Shepherd. It’s here we’re
reminded that the spiritual walk is not a
quick escalator ride to salvation, but at
times has detours of our own making.
Yet we have a faithful Shepherd
who restores us on course and puts
us back on the path of His choosing.
Restoration is not marginal to the
Christian experience but central.
Christ’s words spoken to Peter just
before he was to veer off for a while

6

seasons of our personal lives. We don’t
know how long the journey is, but we
should know what has been promised
if we stay on the right path, focused on
the Good Shepherd of biblical prophecy.
The encouraging directive of ‘This
is the way, walk in it’ (Isaiah 30:21) is
refortified in the sureness of the Chief
Shepherd’s promises: ‘I am the way, the
truth, and the life,’ (John 14:6) and ‘I
am with you always, even to the end
of the age’ (Matthew 28:20).

Robin Webber
Senior editor, World News & Prophecy

Identity Theft?

E

ven while He lived on earth,
Jesus Christ found His message and purpose misrepresented, to the extent that His crucifixion resulted from the testimony of false
witnesses. Following His death a total
makeover occurred, so
that almost everything of
His life was changed,
from His birthday, to His
appearance, to the content of His preaching.
Within a few centuries
after Christ’s crucifixion, His racial heritage had been
suppressed, along with His Jewish
lifestyle, including His observance of
the seventh-day Sabbath.
For many who claim to know
Christ, there is often very little resemblance to the person revealed in the
Scriptures. His multi-levelled message
focussed on teaching human beings to
establish a relationship with God the
Father by following His way to eternal
life in the Kingdom of God. But who
was He, how did He come to have this
message, how does He relate to that
kingdom. Is He doing anything of relevance for us today?
Possibly Jesus Christ has become
the most misrepresented person who
ever walked this earth. To cut through
all the myth and mystery and to find
out who He was, what He was like

and what He is doing today, please
request our free booklet Jesus
Christ: The Real Story.
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Questions & Answers
When I pray to God, He is
never there when I need Him.

S H, Leicester

It can be very puzzling to feel that
you need God’s help, but it seems
as though He is not listening.
From a human perspective, we often
have a very narrow view of how God
works with us. We see the immediate
problems and only later on realise how
what He allowed to happen made us reappraise our lives and helped to develop
a relationship with our Creator. As part
of this most important of all relationships, God expects us to begin to put on
the characteristics of his Son, Jesus
Christ (1 Peter 2:21).
God has promised to be found by
those who truly seek Him (Jeremiah
29:13), but we must seek our Creator
according to His instructions. The Bible
clearly shows that there are pre-requisites to answered prayer, including
repentance, obedience and building the
aforementioned important relationship
with God. If we do our part then God
promises to answer our prayers (Isaiah
58:9; 65:24; 1 John 3:22-23). However,
we often overlook the fact that the
answer may be ‘wait’ or even ‘no’ on
occasion.
God is very aware of your predicament. In His role as our High Priest,
Jesus Christ is well able to explain to
our Heavenly Father just how you (we)
suffer, because He personally experienced terrible suffering while here on
earth (Hebrews 4:14-16; 7:24-25; 9:24).

Our access to the Father is only through
Christ (John 14:6). But He gladly ‘makes
intercession to the Father for us’
(Romans 8:34).
For further understanding, ask for
our free booklet You Can Have Living
Faith. On pages 16 and 17, you will
find a two-page sidebar titled ‘When It
Seems God Doesn’t Hear or Answer.’
In addition please request our reprint
article about whose prayers God
answers. We hope you will find this
literature helpful.

Q

Can you please explain
Genesis 2:17, which seems to
suggest that when Adam and
Eve took the forbidden fruit they would
die that very day?

A

Mr and Mrs B, Market Rasen

How God sees time is clarified
in 2 Peter 3:8 and Psalm 90:4.
It is very different from humanity’s view of time. The James Moffatt
translation of the Bible refers to God as
‘the Eternal’ (i.e. YHWH in the Hebrew,
which appears as LORD in the King
James Bible). This is because God is not
restricted to time as we understand it
(see Isaiah 57:15). Man’s physical life
averages out to the biblical three score
and ten (Psalm 90:10), whereas God has
always existed – something that our
limited minds simply cannot fully grasp.
See our free booklet Who Is God?
On the surface Genesis 2:17 does
seem to suggest that once Adam and
Eve partook of the forbidden fruit, they
would die that very day – obviously not

the real meaning of this passage. The
Nelson Study Bible (NKJV) makes this
statement on the words ‘shall surely
die’: ‘These emphatic words are made
of two forms of the verb meaning ‘to
die’. The point is not that the guilty person would drop dead right then, but that
it would certainly happen – there is no
escape (Hebrews 9:27).’
A similar wording issue is found in
the New Testament when Jesus promised the thief on the cross that he would be
with Him in paradise (see Luke 23:43).
Would it be on the very day of Christ’s
death or at a later time? Recall that the
thief had asked Christ to remember him
when He came into His Kingdom (verse
42). That will not happen until Christ’s
second coming. The correct placement
of a single comma in verse 43 also
helps clarify the true meaning of this
passage. To understand this important
technicality, please read the clarifying
sidebar about the thief on the cross on
pages 38-39 of our free booklet Heaven
and Hell: What Does the Bible Really
Teach?
The Scriptures also tell us that Jesus
would be buried in the heart of the earth
for three days and three nights, not be
in paradise immediately after His death
(Matthew 12:40). So Christ could not
have promised the repentant thief who
was crucified with Him entry into paradise on the very day of His death,
because Christ would not have been
there Himself. What Jesus meant was
that the thief would be with Him in the
future. Our free booklet about God’s
Holy Day Plan addresses the overall
time frame of God’s plan of salvation
for all of mankind.
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Letters From Our Readers
Middle East articles

The Good News articles on the
Middle East were well written and go
to the root of the problems. They point
to something more as to why all this
unrest is happening all at once.

Mr R C, Portsmouth

I found your latest copy of The
Good News very informative regarding
the Middle East – a very good read.

Mr K D M, London

The Good News

Thank you for the opportunity to
receive The Good News each month
with its encouraging messages. This
magazine has been such a blessing. It
gives us real insight and much more
understanding of the Bible, as we read
its message.

D C, Buckie, Scotland

Please renew my free subscription to
The Good News. Please find enclosed a
small donation, and thank you for sending me the literature regularly.

Mrs R S, Wigston

I have really enjoyed the first few
issues of The Good News magazine and
wish to carry on with a subscription. I
was hoping that you would send me the
following reprint articles: ‘Depression:
Ways to Win the Battle,’ and ‘The
Bible’s Keys to Mental Health.’

L A, Stoke-on-Trent

• Gladly! These two reprint articles
and our free booklets You Can Have
Living Faith and Making Life Work are
freely available upon request.
The Good News is a fascinating
publication. It explains so much about
the Bible and why so many things are
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happening around the world the way
they are. Please pass on the cheque as a
donation to the United Church of God.

expound so well on current issues. I
would very much like to continue
receiving your literature.

Bible Study Course

Warm greetings from a cold, wet
Northern Ireland. Here are a few words
to say thank you for giving me the truth
and opening my eyes to the true gospel of
God. I always knew something was badly
wrong with even the so-called Biblebelieving churches. Again, thank you!

J D A, Kenley

It’s been very great studying with
The Good News. I’m very glad I have
finished the Bible Study Course. It has
opened my eyes to the truth of God. I
am very excited that everything in life
makes more sense to me now. God
bless you for your kind gestures.
Massive thanks to all The Good News
staff.

A L, Chigwell

Thanks for the materials sent to me
and for helping me through these Bible
study lessons. I am gaining deeper
knowledge and insight into the
Scriptures. Your booklets are also
amazing.

S A, London

• We recommend that our readers
who have never enrolled in the Bible
Study Course read the ad entitled ‘Why
the Bible Is So Important’ on page two.

Questions and comments
about the Church

I am not a Roman Catholic and
neither a Protestant. If I take a side, it
is the side of the truth. If I don’t know
the truth, then I cannot take its side
except I be hypocritical. I follow my
Lord God through Jesus Christ. Would
there be a problem with this in your
organisation?

L P, Hoddesdon

I learn a lot from The Good News.
I am a lay preacher (a reader) in the
Anglican Church. But I find your views
and explanations interesting. You

Mrs C P, Liskeard

G M, Londonderry, Northern Ireland

Thank you so much for the booklets
you sent me. As a new member of the
Christian Church, there is so much for
me to learn. I find the Bible to be an
exciting book, but difficult to follow
in some parts, and so vast. I would be
grateful if you have any booklets that
would help me.

L R, Manchester

• In reply to all four letters as a
group, we recommended our free booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom, The
Church Jesus Built, How to Understand
the Bible, and This Is the United Church
of God. We wish to reach as many people as our resources allow (whether
churchgoers or not) with the message
of the Bible (Matthew 28:18-20).

Senior reader

I must say that I appreciate your
Christian literature very much. I am a
very old person, for I was born in 1913.
So if by God’s grace I am still alive on
4 September, I’ll be 98 years old.
However, my eyesight is failing and I
can hardly read what I have written
here.

J B, Chelmsford
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