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‘Give Us This Day
Our Daily Bread’

Did you know that some nations are buying up arable land in
other countries to secure food for their peopfe? But if chaotic weather
and warfare disrupts that food chain, where will we turn?

he title abowve is an micgral part
I ol the well known prayer, oflen
called “the Tord®s Prayer®, that

Jesus Christ tanght s disciples. This
praver helps us focus on the most
important aspects of life, especially our
relationships with God our Father and
with other people.

somewhat surprisingly, it is also the
title of the lead article in the February
2008 edition of The Middle Fasi maga-
zing, which T picked up at
Dubai airport. The cover
arficle was miroduced by
the banner, “Why rich
countries are buying the
world's most fertile land.”

Countries lke Sauwdi
Avrabia, Qatar, Libva and
Tran arg oil=rich but very shor ol arable
land. Shrinking waler resources and a
shortage of farmland is forcing Culf
States and other Arab countries to
acguire hundreds of thousands ol acres
abroad 1o cnsure long-term Tood seeu-
rity. Ammony others, Brazil and Indonesia
are two countries being targeted for
land purchases.

We could see some dangerous con-
sequences emerging from this quest for

land beyond a state’s national borders.
In the past, poor crops due 1o changing
climale conditions have caused vast
populations to invade tertile countries in
their quest for food. Rarely have these
intrusions remained peaceful.

The Migdie Fast magazine article
also indicaled thal Britain and the
nations of the European Union are
mcluded among those stales pressuring
poorer states, particularly in Atrica, to

The descendants of Joseph have enjoyed
benefits and riches far beyond normal
expectations. We have been blessed

with an overabundance of food and

other national resources.

allows them to operate on their farmland
and to [izh in ther coastal walers.”

God provides for His people
MNearly 4,000 vears ago, Josepl, son
of the putriarch Jacob, was guided by
God to provide food for the ploneer
peoples of Israel, as well as Egypt and
surrounding nations, m a time of severe
food shortagres. Our Creator had
revedled to Josepl that there would be

soven bountilid harvests belore scven
years of drought. This foresight led o
many people being 2 during a seven-
vear period of severe tamine (see
Genesis chapter 41),

For two centuries the descendants
of the patriarch Joseph — the Bntish,
American and Commonwealth peoples
— herve enjosed mamy henetits and
riches Far beyond normal expeclations.
We have been blessed with an over-
abundance ol Tood and
other national resources,
resulting m national con-
ditions that made our lives
a lot easier.

Our nations could
hawve followed the patri-
arch Joseph’s example
and made proper provisions tor the
downturn that 1s currently ocourring.
But in our consumer society saving
seems 1o have gone out of fashion, We
seem to prefer the unwise altematives of
mass spending, printing money and
soing much further into debt.

Noted author and journahist Thomas
L. Friedman called the current crisis “The
Gircal Disruption”. He asked: “What il
2N was the year when we hit the wall
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— when Mother Nature and the market
both suid, “MNo more™? {(Infer-nationad
Hevald Tribune, Wlarch 9).

Our troubles in the United Kingdom
have mereased in reeent years as we
have continued 1o abandon traditional
hiblical values. Our prople scem 1o
swiny between two extremes: (1) feel-
ing guiley for having had an empire and
colonies that spread the Eaghish lan-
guage arpund the world, and (2 pride
in thinking that the greainess of our
nations was the result of our own
PrOwCss,

Bolh pomts ol view ignove God,
who gave us the blessings o [lhA1 His
promise e Abraham, The fulfilliment
led 10 the spread of the English lan-
guage around the world, which in wm
prepared our peoples for the publication
worldwide of the original gospel
brought by Jesus Christ. [1is followers
have preached it down through
Lhe centurics as a wilness
{Matthow 24:14; 28:18-20),

In order to understand both
the historical legacy and the
prophietic promises to the British
and American peoples, request ar
download our free booklet The
United Staves and Britoin i Bible
Frphecy

The lesson of
MNebuchadnezzar

Nebuchadnezrar’s expericnee illus-
trates what can happen when nationally
or mdividually we ignore the hlessings
und mstructions of our Creator, How lit-
te we in this modern world understand
the inMuenee of spirtual forees that we
prefer not w acknowledge.

Howy little we really control many
major factors in our lives. The way in
which national coomomics ane inlor-
linked resuls in linancial crises spread-
ing like viruses. Tn Westem nations
meany are losing jobs and seeing the
value ol their possessions and savings
dimindsh. Many ol us living in ciby envi-
ronments would also be unable w pro-
vide for our own basic food needs dur-
ing a crists, and arc valnerable w
brroken supply chaing,

Today the global cconomy is
steadily sliding o deeper trouble, per-
haps eventually becaming comparahle

Farmer harvesting grain with a scythe.

The expericnee of King Nebuchad-
nezzar of Babylon as recorded m Daniel
4:28-30 provides an important lesson.
Vorse 17 indicates that the king was
proud ol his accomplishments and
preatness. Twelve months afier Danicl
had interpreted his dream and warned
him that hig kingdom would be given 1o
another, Nebuchadnezzar again hoasts
ol his own greatness: “As the king was
walking on the roof of the roval palace
of Babvlon, he said, *Is not this the
great Babwlon T have built as the roval
residence, by my mighty power and Tor
the glory of my majesty™™ Shortly
afterwards he lost his kingdom, and tor
seven years he ale grass like an anunal
betore his sanity and his kingdom were
restored (verses 33-37).

2

to the 193(Fs. As the enommity of debt
becomes evident in Europe, the 1empla-
tion to print devalued money may lead
Ly the tvpe ol hyper-inflation hat
plagued all of Europe during the Cireat
Taepression, That m furn could provide
the environment tor extreme political
parties on the Furapean continent ofter-
ing national stability and extreme torms
ol ceonomic protectionism, We have
been down this road befure,

A future resurrection
of the Roman Empire

The scene may be bemng set for another
resurrection of the ancient Roman
Empice, perhaps iniually Bunded on the
desire to provide tinancial and military
sceurily, The United States ceononmic

model 15 not whal Furope generally
wishes to follow, and the new US presi-
dent is reporiedly preparing 1o withdraw
much of its military might from certain
iroubled arcas, This leaves a power vac-
uum that a revitalised Furope may [l al
some fime in the relatively near Rolure.

In times of globul disturbance,
nations will desperately seel to protect
food und water supplies. That 1s not sur-
prising, bul there is an imporlant con-
trast between asking God o provide our
personal needs, as Jesus taught us in
the Lord’s Prayer, and The Middle Fast
magazine article’s focus on salely
human mitiatives to seeure provisions.
Times of trouble come when no one
can do without God's helping hand. Tt
commes down w a personal relationship
with the One who controls the weather,
providing the ram [or crops and water
for drinking,

About 2000 vears ago, when Jesus
Christ walked this carth, the Romans
oceupied the land of Israel and many
resources were exported to supply the
Empire’s needs. When tamine hit, it
hacame very difficult for the average
member of the church in Jemsalem
{Acts 11:28-300, So God’s people In
other ureus provided the help needed
during that time in the first century.

The membuers living in Jerusalem were
vulnerable and needed the assurance
of God's protection and provision of
their physical as well as spiniual needs.

Could we, Tike the carly Christians,
again become desperate for our daily
neads, like fond and water? The possi-
hility is frighteningly rcal! Indced the
prayver “Give us this day our daily bread”
{Luke 11:3), could begim w impact our
gencrally unbehieving sccular age in
ways hat few would now imagine,

Please request two free booklets that
will help put your life into proper per-
sprclive with these troublesome imes,
The tilles: Ave B Living in the fime of
the fnd? and The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy: Mease ask for them n print
or download vour own coples,

Peter Hawkins
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Which Day

Is the Christian Sabbath?

According to Time magazine (23 February), ‘Nicholas Sarkozy wants to make
working on the Sabbath fegal’. This feature article goes on to say that
‘in France it’s basically against the faw to work on the seventh day.’
What was really meant is Sunday. But is Sunday the seventh day of the week,
and is it the true Sabbath day on which Christians ought to worship?

Chmgﬂzg national laws can b a
very difficult exercise. So far
every atlempt by the Fronch
president to legally allow shopping on
Sundays has been clTectively stymicd
by the national parliament. TTis third
attempt tailed in January. Tle may try
et again very soon.

Mever on Sunday® has been on
the French law books for over 100
vears. Fitty legislators from President
sarkozy’s pwn party, the UME are not
on the same page with him
on this. Said one 55-year old
French housewite, *If the
secular government makes
the rules. one could think
of other dasys. Why not
samrday, which is holy o the
Jews? (W5lcom). Good question!
Why not, indecd!

Misunderstood:
The identity of the day

Many on the Furopean continent
ad some in the British 1sles seem to
believe that Sunday is the biblical sev-
enth day of the week — and thereline the
Sabbath day. The media compounds this
common misunderstanding. Sunday is
actually the firsr day of the week — not
the seventh A 1s explained on page
5 of'the last issue of the Crood Vews
Supplement (Jan-Feb), any dictionary
or eneyelopacdia will show you that
Seturday is the seventh day of the week.

In this conlestils micresling w noe
that in the language of the French presi-

halarahd Ayl 20104

dent, the seventh day ol the week is
sanreedi, which is a derivation of the
Cireck word sabboaten CeamPerion i the
vernacular) and stems from the Ilebrew
wird [or the seventh day, shabbar, Tn
Cierman the word for Saturday is
Saslviag, meaning ‘the day of the
Sabhath™ and as with French, it is also

derived from the vernacular usage ol the

Greek word for the Sabbuth, sabbaion.
In Ttaly, well over 2000} years ago,
aven betore the advent of Christianity,

The sanctity of the seventh day as a day
of rest was established at creation, over
2000 years before the Ten Commandments
were codified during the time of Moses.

the Latin word for the seventh day was
Sahbata. As Cossell v Latin Dictionary
brings out; *Both Horatius Flaceus
{Horace the Poet) ¢, 65-% BC and Pliny
the Elder ¢. 23-7% AD use the word
Sahbarta in their writing for Saturdase”
The word for *Sabbuth’ in ltalian today
has omly chunged slightly inospelling
over the many centuries to Sabain.

S0 we ses that the very word
Sahbaréfy, with slight spelling variance, 1s
mbedded 1n some of the key European
languages and s always equated with
Saturday, The seven-day weekly evele
Ly remained intact toowgshout history,
¥et many in the media and even main-
stream Christendom fail to really grasp
the implications of this hasic truth,

The Bible defines
the seventh day

There are indications thal the word
‘Sabbath’ reterring to the seventh day
of the week was known among other
ancicnt nations in addition 1o the Jews,
Aler all, 1lowas sel asiude as a rest day at
Creation itself. This is borne out Iy the
bowls that describes man's ereation. 'On
the seventh dav God emded His work
witich He had dong and Te resied on
the weventh day " (Genesis 222, emphasis
added throughout ). Our
Creator docsn™ need rest in
the human sense, but in order
1o set mankind 8 pernanent
example [e did refrain from
Iis creative worlk. Jesus as
the bessial was baptised by
John the Baptist, even though He was
sinless, in order to set us an example to
tollowsr (John 3:13). This is equally true
of the exumple of God resting on the
sventh-day Sabhath,

In Genesis 2:3 we read that 'God
Messed the sevenh dav and sanchificd it
[set it apurt| becanse He rested from all
Tiiw work which God had crected and
maale, " The Creator blessed and st apart
the Sabbath day from the other six days
of creation. 8o we see that the sanctity
ol the seventh day as a day ol rest fiom
wiork was (sl cstablished ai creation,
over 2000 years belore the Ten
Cotmmandments were codiled during
the time of Moses.

The seventh-day Sabbath {Saturday)
was made for all of mankind, not just



[or the Tsrachites, sceing thal the people
of Tarac] bocame a nation over 20040
vears after the day was set apart at
creation. In the New Testament Tesns
Himsell staled: “The Sobbaih was made
Jor mman ' (Mark 2:28) — not just for the
people of [stael,

The benefits of observing
the Sabbath

Why shouldn®t all mankind honour
their Creator on each seventh day s a
commemoration of His creative work in
aiving us life? Why showld the [sraelites
only be singled out to receive the bless-
ing of resting at the end of each working
weel from their hard labour?

Certainly everyone needs both a
physical rest and spiritual uplitt on the
Sabbath, when ume should be alloeated
Lo [oeus on God’s Word, colleetively
and mdadually, Why lnut this only
tir the people of Lsracl?

Hovw siad it 15 that there are people
who call themselves Christian — who
have been the inheritors of all the good
Lthings that the Hebrow and Christian
Seriptures offer them in regard to leading
happy and successful lives — and vet find
excuses for not honouring their Creator
om the day He appointed at creation.

Among the purposes that the Bible
highligrhts are:

* It commemorates the end of the
Creator’s work in renewing the face of
the carth as deseribed in Genesis,

* It gives human beings a weekly

real day o re-energise their bodics.

* It sets aside extra time to he
strengthened spiritually by personal
study of God’s Word and, where possi-
ble, to worship with likemindad
brethren in o Sabbath service,

Sanctioning Sunday carries
no biblical authority

Christians who hold 1o Sunday as
the weeldy day of rest can rely only on
fradition for such a practice. The Bible
rermaing silent ubout observing Sunday
as the weekly day of rest on which
to wiorship God. The day on which we
acknowledge and honour God as
Creator ¢un only be the seventh-day
Sabbuth. The Bible must always be the
final judge on how we worship God and
on the day mowhich we remember His
creative work.

Jesus Christ wamed the religious
leaders ol His day that therr traditions
were standing in the way of worship-
ping Ciod in spirit and in truth (JTohn
4:23). Cuoting from the prophet [saiah,
He said: “This people homours M with
their lips, but thei heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me. feaofing
as doctrines the commandments of men’
{Mark 7:6-7. I Chrisl were Lo appear
on the scene today, 11is warnings would
again be directed towards today’s reli-
gious leaders for highlighting the tradi-
Lions el maen rather than the sacred Word
of God.

It’s amazing to see the reasons put

lorward inatcmpling 1o revoke the
seventh day Sabbath, and justily Sunday
as the hiblical rest day for which no
authority 15 given in the Bikle. Making
the tirst day ot the week, Sunday, a
weekly rest dav wasn't atficially
introduced until long atter the New
Testument apostles had died.

Attempting to honour God an a
substitute dav. Sunday, doesn’t have the
backing of the New Testament. {For the
complete biblical proof, request our free
booklet Swnser to Sunset: God s Sabbath
Rest)

Keeping the day Jesus kept

Jesus Himself kept the tue Sabbath
(Luke 4;16). So did the apostles and
the Mew Testament Church! God's truge
Church continues the same practice
today, The apostle Jolm, who outlived
the other apostles, identified true
Christians as those ‘W kecp the com-
mardnents of Cod ard fiove the tesii-
mrey af Sesus Chrisi ' (Revelation
[2:17), One of the Ten Commandments
is the [ourth one: “Remember the
Sabbath day, to keep it holy™ (Exodus
20:8). The correct day of the week is
and has always been the seventh day.

It any of our readers would likke to
attend a Sabbuth service under the aews
of the United Chureh of God, please
write, email, or telephone us. (Our
adcdresses are gnven at the bottom of
page 1.)

Gerhard Marx

In Leviticus 23:2-3 God reveals
an important aspect of the weekly
Sabbath day and His other festi-
vals: ‘Speak to the Israelites and
say to them: "These are my
appointed feasts, the appointed
feasts of the LORD, which you are
fo proclaim as sacred assemblies
. .. the seventh day is a Sabbath
of rest, a day of sacred assembly™
(NIV).

God plainly says these are His

Our Appointment with God

feasts, His 'sacred assemblies’,
The Hebrew word moed, the plural
form here translated ‘appointed
feasts’, means "appointed time’
or 'meeting’ (Lawrence Richards,
Expository Dictionary of Biblical
Words, 1985, 'Feast/Festival’).
‘Sacred assemblies’ and 'sacred
assembly’ here are translated from
migra, which denctes a divinely
summoned gathering.

In other words, God says His

Sabbath is a divine appointment
that He commands His people
to keep thraugh their gathering
before Him with other believers
{(compare Hebraws 10.24-25).

The Sabbath is God's day, not
ours, ILis a lime lor reading His
Word, for prayer, for fellowship with
other believers, for your
farmily — but, most of all, a time for
His presence with vou, especially
as you are taught from His Word at
His commanded assembly.

The British & Eumpaan Supplament (o The Good Mews






